
What’s Inside? 

 

B US IN ESS NAME 

Coos Bay Downtown Association 

320 Central Ave. #410 – Coos Bay, Oregon 97420  

541-266-9706 

www.coosbaydowntown.org 

December 2017 

Newsletter 

 President’s Recap 

 

 Welcome new Farmers Market Manager 

and Executive Director 

 

 Holiday Tips 

 Recap on end of Farmers Market Season 

 

 CBDA needs you 

 

 Gold Member Events 



DECEMBER2017 P AGE  2  

Eat, Shop, Mingle, and Explore  

Downtown Coos Bay in 2017! 

President’s Corner from Beth’s Desk 

Holy Cow! December already, where has the year gone?? The CBDA saw a lot happen in 

2017, some good, some not so good.  We were blessed with a recovery economy and we 

saw several new businesses make the downtown their home.  We wish them continued 

success in 2018.  We did however see a few close their doors.  It’s always hard to see an 

empty space but the CBDA will be working with building owners, the city and the 

SCBDC to have space move in ready and help find businesses to fill the voids.   

We had to say good bye to not one, but three staff members this year.  EC Knox, an Ex-

ecutive Director for the CBDA for almost two years left us to go back home to Alabama.  

Courtney Flathers, who took EC’s place for a short time left us to pursue work in public 

government in the Corvallis/Salem area. And we will say goodbye to Ashley Audycki, the 

Farmers’ Market Manager for the last two seasons at the end of this year.  She took on the 

market with a great attitude and continued to propel it forward as one of the largest on the 

south coast. We wish them all good luck in their next endeavors. We are pleased to let you 

know that we have filled the Farmers’ Market manager position with Karlee Cottrell.  

Karlee has been shadowing Ashley for the last part of the season, so she will be ready to 

jump in with both feet next year. The executive director’s position was filled with Holly 

Boardman.  She is a local resident with the right attitude to continue to help the CBDA 

and its membership be successful. I will be bringing her around during membership drive 

to introduce her to all the great businesses that call the Downtown their home. 

We had great success with the tried and true events that have been a mainstay for the 

downtown.   We missed having the tall ships downtown in May but are looking forward to 

having them back this spring. The CBDA took over the responsibilities and organization 

of the Bay Area Fun Festival this year and will work on continuing its success and adding 

to the event.  We have a few projects lined up for next year, a couple of design elements 

along with a new promotional event.  

 The CBDA cannot do all this without the help of the board and the dedication of the vol-

unteers.  Both are needed moving forward so if you have a passion for a certain project or 

event, please give us a call or stop by the office. 

  From all of us, to all of you, we wish you best success for 2018. 

Beth Clarkson, CBDA President 
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Did you know that you don’t have to live or work downtown to be involved with the Coos Bay Downtown  

Association? Our organization is in need of motivated individuals who are passionate about our community and want to 

see Coos Bay thrive.  

 

We have openings on our Board of Directors and our four committees: Promotions, Design, Organization, and  

Economic Vitality! All of our committee meetings are open to the public and we welcome anyone with motivation and 

passion. Call 541-266-9706 or  email info@coosbaydowntown.org to learn more! 

 

Regular committee meeting times below. We’d love to have you!  

 

Promotions Committee—Committee Chair: Beth Clarkson  

Meetings are held every Tuesday at So It Goes Coffeehouse at 7:45am. 

 

Organization Committee—Committee Chair:  Beth Clarkson 

Meetings are held every 2nd Tuesday at Kaffe 101 at 12:00 pm 

 

Design Committee—Committee Chair: Doug Woolsey 

Meetings are held the 1st and 3rd Thursday in the Coos Bay Visitor  

Center Conference Room at 12:00pm (bring your lunch) 

 

Welcome new Farmers Market Manager and Executive Director to    

Coos Bay Downtown Association 

 

 

Please join the CBDA in welcoming two new employees, Holly Boardman will be the Executive     

Director and Karlee Cottrell is the Farmers Market Manager. 

 

Holly Boardman is a local bay area citizen who loves all that Coos Bay has to offer. She graduated  

Holllins University in Roanoke Virginia in 2001. For seven years she was the Executive Officer of the 

non-profit Coos County Board of Realtors. She has also been an office manager and has experience 

working with the public. Holly is very excited to assist in the growth and revitalization of downtown 

Coos Bay. She look s forward to being a part of the Main Street Program.  

 

Karlee was born and raised in Coos Bay. She attended Columbia College in Chicago, graduating in 

2013. She recently moved back and is passionate about integrating with and supporting the           

community she grew up in. She volunteers with the United Way. Karlee is excited to help the Farmers 

Market grow in the coming season.  

CBDA Needs YOU! 
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Tips for the Holidays! 

Happy Holidays!  

For most of you, this season is not about relaxing or slowing down but instead, celebrating small 

business and getting more customers through your door for holiday spending. As we enter crunch 

time for those last-minute shoppers and the season for hosting holiday parties, let’s really ramp up 

our Downtown Coos Bay charm! Here are some tips to consider helping you get through this busy 

season and end 2016 with a bang! 

 

 Build your database and use social media. 

 Have your salespeople become familiar with your products before customers come in with ques-

tions and inquiries. 

 Have employees identify themselves when answering the phone. 

 Greet everyone who walks through the door. 

 Make your shop or restaurant comfortable for customers.  

 Make sure everything is organized and in its place. 

 Really listen to your customers. 

 Staff appropriately for the increase in traffic. 

 Presentation is everything, package products in advance if possible. 

 Identify now, what specials you want to push for this holiday season. 

(Source: Barbara Word, Customer Service Expert) 

 

Shop, Eat, Mingle, and Explore our Downtown this Holiday Season! 
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Coos Bay Farmers Market Report 

By Ashley Audycki 

‘Lettuce’ wrap up the season of the Coos Bay Farmers Market! After 26 farm-fresh filled weeks, the 2017 season concluded 
on October 25th.  
 
We were excited (more than ever) to bring the weekly, seasonal 
farmers market in the historic downtown district of Coos Bay. 
After a long winter, our farmers were ready for a sunny start in 
May and couldn’t be happier with the vibrant weather we had 
this year. Vendors blossomed throughout the three blocks of 
Central Avenue to offer customers a wide array of products 
that included: farm-fresh products (produce, meat, eggs, 
honey), baked goods, flowers, jewelry, wood products, artisan 

goods, delicious lunch 
options, and information 
on community non-profits.  
 
“Eat the rainbow” was 
often heard through the 
market aisles as our customers engaged to learn about having fun with nutritious food. 
The Coos County OSU Extension’s Food Hero Program sponsored  educational hand-
outs, farmers market cookbooks, and delicious samples during the season. Customers 
enjoyed live music that was brought to the market by So It Goes Coffeehouse who  
organized a variety of local musical acts. 
 
‘Farm-fresh foods for every fork’ has been a goal of the market manager through the 
expansion of  Supplemental Assistance Nutrition Program (SNAP) outreach. We seek to 
create opportunities for  community members to access farm-fresh produce and      
products by accepting food benefits and nutrition program vouchers. With the assistance 
of the Farmers Market Fund’s  Double Up Food Bucks Program, we have been able to 
issue over $12,000 in food  benefits matching funds that allow individuals to purchase 
healthy, wholesome produce. Not only is the health of our community being addressed 
but it creates an avenue of economic vitality for our farmers were every dollar counts!  
 
The administration of the SNAP benefits at the market is not possible without the dedi-
cated assistance of Lisa Bailey. She has volunteered her time weekly throughout the past 

four seasons to enhance the access to local food  for our customers. We welcome Karlee Cottrell who has joined our      
management team in September 2017. She has been crucial in our accounting and creative services.  
 
Market Manager Ashley describes the Coos Bay Farmers Market as a “one-stop shop” in terms of excellence in quality food 
and unique artisan goods. Joining the Coos Bay Farmers Market in 2016 has been a crucial experience for her life journey in 
sustainable and local agriculture studies. As a member of the 4-H Youth Program, Ashley’s curiosity for agriculture grew by 
hands-on experience raising dairy and beef cattle, and meat rabbits. Farmers Markets were a source of inspiration for Ashley 
at the University of California, Santa Barbara as an environmental studies and political science major. After graduating with a 
service award for environmental leadership, she managed the Community Out-
reach Program at the Isla Vista Food Co-op.  Ashley oversaw “FLOWER” that 
sought to make food ‘Fresh Local Organic Within Everyone’s Reach” and saw 
annual SNAP retail sales increase by over 1000% in 2 years.  

 
The Coos Bay Farmers Market has been an exciting, professional development 
opportunity for Ashley to become involved with Oregon agriculture. She values 
the farmers and vendors that she has developed working relationships and lifetime 
friendships with. Ashley will dearly miss the visually distressed produce that farm-
ers would giveaway due to her authentic enthusiasm for ending food waste. Ashley 
has had a fulfilling 2 seasons at the helm of managing the Coos Bay Farmers Mar-
ket. She gives thanks to the Board of Directors of the Coos Bay Downtown Asso-
ciation for the support and opportunity to make downtown Coos Bay “Farm-
Fresh”!  Ashley will be pursuing personal projects moving forward but will always 
be a fan of the Coos Bay Farmers Market.  
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GOLD MEMBER SPECIALS AND EVENTS 

December Events at 7 Devils Brewing Co. 
 

 December 1: Caught Red Handed 8pm 

 December 8: Dubious Move 8pm 

 December 9: Dale Inskeep Band 8pm 

 December 10: Drinking Civilly 4pm 

 December 15: Giardinelli and the Hot Club Quartet 8pm 

 December 16: Beer and Movie Night: Christmas Vacation  

     Hecklvision –at Egyption Theater 7pm 

 December 17: Celtic jam 4pm 

 December 24: Christmas Eve, closing early 5pm 

 December 25: Closed for Christmas Day—All Day 

 December 31: Coos Rhythm and Blues Quartet: Early  

     New Year Celebration 8pm 
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What is the CBDA?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Coos Bay Downtown Association works to develop downtown Coos Bay by 

strengthening local businesses, encouraging new business, and connecting the 

community.  

 

The CBDA is committed to promoting Coos Bay as an attractive place to SHOP, 

EAT & MINGLE, enhancing the quality of life in our downtown home.  

 

The CBDA is a member of Oregon’s MAIN STREET PROGRAM, which pro-

vides free training and expert advice in MARKETING, FINANCIAL MANAGE-

MENT, and CUSTOMER SERVICE to help our local businesses.  

 

CBDA activities bring literally thousands of people to downtown Coos Bay each 

year, to enjoy the endless variety of options offered in our retail core, including 

fine dining, cultural amenities, apparel, home décor, financial services, gifts, and 

much more.  

Coos Bay Downtown 

Association 

 

320 Central Ave. #410 

Coos Bay, Oregon 97420  

 

541-266-9706 
info@coosbaydowntown.org 

  

http://coosbaydowntown.org/ 

Find us on 

Facebook! 

Search “Coos Bay Downtown 

Association “ 

 

Or click here: 

https://www.facebook.com/Coos

-Bay-Downtown-Association-

114832511874467/ 

 

CBDA Vision Statement 
Advocate for and support local businesses to thrive by being a vibrant 
downtown that promotes healthy living and provides opportunities for 

our community and guests to shop, eat, mingle and explore. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Coos Bay Downtown Association (CBDA) is to foster 
the development of downtown Coos Bay by strengthening local busi-

ness, encouraging new business, and connecting the community 
through partnerships. The Coos Bay Downtown Association is committed 
to promoting Coos Bay as an attractive place to live, work, and visit by 

continually enhancing the quality life of the downtown area. 
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