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President’s Letter
By Beth Clarkson
The month of September is just as jammed with wonderful
things to do downtown, just as August was. Did you get a
chance to enjoy the Blackberry Arts Festival? It was it’s 36th
year and just when I think it can’t get any more entertaining,
then it does! I hope you had the chance to wander the many
booths of handcrafted wonderfulness, listen to the local talent
on stage and sample some blackberry pie.
Well just around the corner is another iconic event that has
been a part of the area longer than the Blackberry Arts Festival
and that’s the Bay Area Fun Festival! The third weekend in
September will be full of runners for the Prefontaine run, car
fans here for the Car Cruz, more local music on the KDOCK
stage and of course more vendors pedaling their wares and all
that great festival food!
Both festivals bring thousands of people downtown and
by the doors of many of our great businesses like yours.
That’s thousands of “Eyes on your business” so make
sure you have your best foot forward for these events but
also know that these two events along with the farmers
market are fundraisers for the CBDA to help with
promoting downtown all the other days of the year.
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From Our Executive Director
Holly Boardman
Hello, this month we are starting something different. I am going to
introduce our new CBDA members.
Steve Schneiderman with Marshfield Bargain House which is now
Marshfield Mercantile just joined the CBDA. We welcome him and
his changing business. They were founded in 1929 and he is a 3rd
generation owner. They recently underwent a name and style change
and will also be doing an exterior makeover. In addition to mattress
inventory they added a vintage/shabby chic department. Stop by and
say “Hi.”
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Farmer’s Market Update
From Market Manager Karlee Cottrell
Greetings from the Farmers Market!
As the smoke settles and the misty morning fogs
begin to set in we start to realize that this incredible
summer is about to come to an end. Children are
going back to school and Fall is certainly in the air,
but don’t forget that the market is still here!
The Coos Bay Farmers Market goes through the
end of October so there is still plenty of time to come
down and enjoy a sip of coffee or tea from Bayside or Bridgeview Coffee Roasters. Stroll
through the vendors who will be getting in squashes & gourds for your holiday decor. Enjoy the
freshest melons, tomatoes, corn, brussels sprouts, varieties of bell peppers, chilies, apples &
pears, and so much more.
You also have this lovely opportunity to get some early holiday shopping under your belt.
Talented jewelry vendors like Shes Beads, Coos River Wonders, and West Coast Wraps. Locally
crafted wood goods by Foggy Bay Studios, Robert Triplett, Mychal Berry of Berry Products and
Dave Russell of Angel Heart. Gorgeous hand-blow glass by Audrey Berry of Berry Products and
Desirae Nelson of Sea Turtle Glass. Perhaps some shell decor for the coast-loving individual in
your life by She Sells Sea Shells or Peace Love Wreaths.
If you have questions about our market or would like assistance in finding your favorite
vendor, please visit the Info Booth on block 2 of Central Ave next door to Jennie’s Shoes. This is
also where individuals may use their EBT card to withdraw funds in the form of tokens to use
with vendors at the market. We are still offering our $3 match for those benefit recipients!
Stop by our music sponsor, So It Goes Coffeehouse, on any market day to enjoy the
incredibly talented musicians they invite into their space for the enjoyment of market goers. We
look forward to seeing you in downtown Coos Bay on Wednesdays from 9 AM - 2 PM, rain or
shine.
The American Red Cross will be returning for their second blood drive of the season on
Wednesday, September 19, 9 AM - 2 PM. If you are interested in scheduling an appointment,
please contact Karlee Cottrell at 541-266-9711 or by email at
coosbayfarmersmarket@gmail.com.
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Featured Member of the Month

This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines
the spotlight on The Egyptian Theatre. I had the pleasure
of talking with Kara Long, the Executive Director and
Theatre Manager.
Tell us about your business.
The Egyptian Theatre originally opened in 1925. The
Egyptian Theatre Preservation Association was formed in
2006. The Preservation Association was formed by a
group of concerned citizens that rallied together to save
the historic Egyptian Theatre. The Urban Renewal
Agency which is an arm of the City of Coos Bay owns
the facility. The Egyptian Theatre is a cultural entity that
provides entertainment to our area.
Why are you a Downtown Association member?
The Egyptian Theatre is an integral part of the downtown. For example, we just did a Wizard of
Oz fundraiser for the Ronald McDonald House which raised $1300 plus a large van worth of
donations. We do many fundraisers and have educational opportunities. We also do concerts and
competitions all of which bring the downtown together.
Do you have any advice for new business owners?
The best advice is get to know your area, each area is very different. The demographics are
vastly different for different regions. Know the ebb and flow of
people’s patterns and the habits of the people in your area.
What is your favorite place downtown?
I frequent Shark Bites and Seven Devils a lot. I wander down to the
Farmers Market on Wednesdays and I go to So It Goes
Coffeehouse.
Where do you like to spend your time?
I go out to Shore Acres and hike the lighthouse trail. You will find
me out on the patio at Seven Devils. My dog Harley and I like the
tacos and beer.
If you’re a member and would like to be featured, or you would
like to nominate another member business for the spotlight,
info@coosbaydowntown.org.

4

contact

us

at

CBDA NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2018

Coos Bay Downtown Association
p. (541) 266-9706 | e. info@coosbaydowntown.org

5

