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Committee Corner: By Stephanie Kilmer , Economic Vitality Committee Chairman 

What is Economic Vitality? 

By definition it is the power that runs the economic strength in every country. In 

essence, it is the sustainment of livable and viable communities. This can mean 

many different things to many people. Part of the Main Street approach is the 

framework that includes Economic Restructuring. 

This involves analyzing current market forces to develop long-term solutions. 

Recruiting new businesses, creatively converting unused space for new uses, and 

sharpening the competitiveness of Main Street's traditional merchants are examples 

of economic restructuring activities. At our recent meeting, we explored the 

strengths and weaknesses our downtown faces. We are also exploring ways to 

catalogue building space that is available in downtown. Finally, we are able to 

assess needs that may facilitate focus to improving downtown.  It is an inspired 

committee that meets one hour on the third Monday of the month at the Visitor 

Information Center Conference Room at 8:30 am. 

The Coos Bay Downtown Association has expanded its Economic Vitality Committee 

to includes several new members. Ariann Lyons owns ReMax Real Estate and is a 

trained architect that has worked on several buildings in downtown. Carolyn 

Johnson is the Coos Bay Community Development Administrator. Robb Crocker is a 

developer and downtown building owner (Bank Building & Fletcher Building). Sam 

Baugh heads the South Coast 

Development Council, a public and 

private funded non-profit that helps 

businesses thrive. John Bacon is the 

Director of the Small Business 

Development Center. Jason Finnigan is 

a downtown business owner running a 

wealth management company. If you 

are interested in ways to benefit and 

enhance downtown Coos Bay, contact 

Stephanie Kilmer by email 

stephanie@kdock929.com.  
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From Our Executive Director: 
Holly Boardman 

Hello, this month let us dive into what is new with the CBDA. 

As you may have heard the Design Committee is in the middle 
of an artistic, sculptural and yet functional running legs bike 
racks project. They will be located at high traffic areas in 
Downtown Coos Bay. The running legs pay homage to the rich 
running tradition of 
Coos Bay.  
They will give 
tourists biking Hwy 
101 and locals 
alike, a place to 

rest and enjoy all the Downtown has to offer. 

The Design committee has also ordered the flower 
baskets which will line the streets of downtown. We 
have hung seasonal banners and updated the 
Wayfinding sign. We are ready for the tourists. 

 

The Tall Ships arriving on May 
1-5th. The CBDA will have a self 
guided Treasure Hunt on 
Saturday May 4th starting at the 
Boardwalk from 10am - 2pm. 
Lots of treasures from the 
Downtown businesses await 
you at the 
treasure 
chest.  

 

 

Thank you to the following businesses for believing in the Coos Bay Downtown 
Association’s mission. Your membership renewal is reinvested in downtown.  

Antiques & Collectibles, Canard Labs, Maya Graphics 

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. If you are 
interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly 541-266-9706. 
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Featured Member of the Month 
 

This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines 
the spotlight on HighRoad Wealth Advisors.  I had the 
pleasure of talking with partners Jason Finnigan and 
Josh Snoddy. . 
 
Tell us about your business. 
HighRoad Wealth Advisors has been locally owned since        
2014. We are an investment management and financial        
services firm specializing in retirement planning, tax and        
real estate planning and business succession. Both       
partners have strong ties in the community as well as          
serving the majority of clients in the area. Both volunteer a lot in the community.  
Why are you a Downtown Association member? 
We own a business and the building downtown and like to stay connected to the downtown community.                 
We spend so much time downtown that it is natural for us the care about what is going on. We have nine                      
different businesses that run out of the building and we support them.  
 
Do you have any advice for new business owners? 
We are planners by nature and we encourage any new business to know their market. Do your homework                  

and plan ahead. Measure twice cut once and grind.  
 
What is your favorite place downtown? 
The HighRoad building where we spend a lot of time. On a            
nice afternoon we go up to the top of the building, the views             
up there are   
360 degrees  
on a sunny   
day. It is the    
best place to   
watch the  
fireworks. 
We really  

enjoyed bringing this beautiful building back to life.  
 
When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you           
like to spend your time?  
Jason likes to run, he has a lot of different routes to run             
such as Mingus, Hwy 101 or the Pre route. Josh can be            
found on a field coaching youth sports year round.  
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Coos Bay Farmers Market Update:  
By Ashley Auducki 
My name is Ashley Audycki and I am the Coos Bay Farmers 
Market Manager for the 2019 season. I previously managed 
during the 2016 and 2017 seasons and look forward to 
expanding the market. The 2019 Coos Bay Farmers Market 
season will begin on Wednesday, May 1st (I’ll be saying May 

Day for more than one reason that day) and continue weekly until October 30. The market will 
operate from 9am to 2 pm on Central Avenue. 

Farmers Markets are an opportunity for people to try out business venture ideas while 
not making the full investment into a brick and mortar establishment. Businesses such as the 
Sprengelmeyer’s (organic handmade taco vendor) use the market as a ‘testing kitchen’ to see if 
there is community buy-in before making the investment into a food truck. Recently I spent time 
with the Sprengelmeyer’s on Central Avenue to see where their new food truck would fit along 
the market. Brian and Evelyn, along with their 14 month year old son William, see a future with 
the business largely based upon the success and support from the farmers market community. 

There is a lot of support for the Coos Bay Farmers Market. 2019 Season Sponsors 
include: Wild Flour Catering, Jennie’s Shoes, and Oregon Health Insurance Marketplace. 
Coos Head Food Co-op is a sponsor through purchasing and designing reusable tote bags as 
a fundraiser for the Farmers Market. The bags are purchased through Bagito which utilizes 
rPET fabric which is made through recycled plastic water bottles. The branded bags will be 
available for purchase at the Market Information Booth. 

So It Goes Coffeehouse is returning for the 4th season as sponsors of live music and 
other entertainment. Entertainment for May at the market includes: Mookatite,  Dylan Crawford, 
Nigel Wright, and Spoken Word Poet Peter Myrhe. 

There are opportunities to support the farmers market. We are currently seeking 
volunteers to assist with set-up, clean-up, and operating our Informational Booth. Individuals 
and organizations are encouraged to get involved if they wish for the market to grow. The 
market is able to grow and improve further with more community involvement.  

Between volunteering and shopping at the Coos Bay Farmers Market this upcoming 
season, I wish for folks to support the market with local love. 
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