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President Update:  
By Beth Clarkson 
So, have you had time on your hands this past eight weeks 
to reflect on your business status? Were you open the last 
eight weeks or shut down? Was your staff working from 
home or filing for unemployment? We can all agree that 
none of us were operating the same way as we were a year 
ago which brings me to my point.  Have you spent time 
rethinking your business plan moving forward? I think it is 
safe to say that it will not be “business as usual” for the 
foreseeable future so you need to look deep and then look 
forward as to how you can take your business and transform 
it to fit the “new normal”.  
Let us face it, all successful businesses continually morph to 
better serve their customers and improve their bottom line. 
This is your moment to decide to move forward, probably 

with a new look, procedure, or product line that will continue to let you see success.  
The alternative is to stand still and maybe you will be okay but maybe you will not.  “Positive 
thinking and positive attitude attract prosperity, peace and happiness. It also exposes us 
towards the path of achievements and success.” – Anurag Prakash Ray from 
Raiseyourmind.com 
 

Committee Corner: By Doug Woolsey , Design Committee Chairman 

Some of you may have seen the new sailing ship banners and the beautiful flower baskets in Downtown 
Coos Bay.  These are just two of the Design Committees ongoing projects that we do throughout the 
year.  
 
The Design Committee, along with the rest of the County, has had to make strategic decisions for the 
organization.  One of our passionate projects that has been postponed is the running leg Bike Rack 
Project.  The project will resume as soon as our county reopens.  We will keep you posted on the project 
once it starts moving forward again. 
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 I would like to thank everyone that helps with these ongoing projects, we could not do this without your 
help.  We also look forward to Shop, Eat, Mingle, and Explore our Downtown with you and everyone 
very soon.  

South Coast Development Council is here to help Businesses 

The South Coast Development Council (better known as SCDC) is here to help businesses no matter 
how big or small. If you have a constituent, colleague, friend, family member, or just a random person in 
line at the grocery store who owns or operates a business and has questions about COVID-19 resources, 
please mention there are people ready to help.  

Topics around programs or funding can be referred to Shaun Gibbs at SCDC, or John Bacon at the Small 
Business Development Center (SBDC), or Theresa Haga at CCD Business Development Corporation 
(CCD). There is no wrong door on the South Coast and we are all in this together! 

Thankfully, we are beginning to move into Phase One of reopening those businesses closed by the 
Governor’s Executive Orders earlier this year in an effort to limit the spread of COVID-19. Those 
businesses which will be allowed to open during the initial phase of the recovery are being allowed to do 
so as long as they adhere to specific state guidelines.  Alex Campbell from the Governor's Regional 
Solutions Team, along with John Bacon from SBDC and other experts conducted reopening webinars for 
small businesses. A recording of those webinars can be found at the following links: 

Re-Opening Retail (skip forward to the 60-minute mark) 

Re-Opening Restaurants / Bars / Tasting Rooms  (skip forward to the 5-minute mark) 

Re-Opening Personal Services (skip forward to the 4-minute mark). 

Updates to sector-specific guidance are also available at coronavirus.oregon.gov. The Governor’s Office 
continues to work with the Oregon Health Authority to update health and safety guidance for the 
reopening process. Members of the public with questions about the reopening process are encouraged to 
visit coronavirus.oregon.gov.  

Statewide retail guidance begins May 15: Not all retail businesses were automatically closed by the 
Governor’s Stay Home, Save Lives order. Under the guidance for retailers issued last week, all retailers 
statewide, including those that were mandated to close previously, will be able to operate as long as they 
can implement the new safety measures required, effective May 15. 

Expanded emergency child care statewide for families returning to work: Throughout the coronavirus 
pandemic, Oregon child care providers have continued to operate by applying with the Early Learning 
Division to provide emergency child care––with priority given to the families of first responders, 
emergency workers, health care professionals, and other essential personnel working outside the home. 
Beginning May 15, emergency child care will be expanded with new health and safety guidelines, as well 
as greater flexibility so that families returning to work under Oregon’s phased reopening can also have 
access to child care options. The new guidance also applies to other early learning programs, such as 
respite care and kindergarten transition. 

  

Additional draft guidance: Further guidance documents are forthcoming, and will be posted to 
coronavirus.oregon.gov. 
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Wearing Masks in Public is Recommended 
Coos County has been approved by the State of Oregon to enter Phase 1 of the plan to ease restrictions 
that were put into effect to control the spread of COVID-19 and begin Reopening Oregon. Starting May 
15, Coos Bay was approved to allow the limited reopening of restaurants and bars, personal services, 
gyms, and malls. Additionally, gatherings of up to 25 people are now allowed for recreational, social, 
cultural, civic, or faith events. All of these approved activities require maintaining physical distancing of at 
least 6 feet between persons. 

With the Phase 1 relaxation of requirements outlined in the “Stay Home, Stay Safe” orders, it may be 
more important than ever for people to wear a face-covering or mask when in public. While there have 
been some mixed opinions surrounding the use of a face mask, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
does believe that wearing a mask is beneficial in reducing the spread of COVID–19. Wearing a mask 
while in public is not required, but it is strongly recommended. 

In an effort to fight the spread of the virus, the Zonta International Club of Coos Bay made a generous 
donation to the City of Coos Bay for the purchase and distribution of isolation masks for the community. 
City Staff was able to purchase masks through Southwestern Oregon Workforce Investment Board 
(SOWIB). These masks are now available, free to the public, at the entrance of local grocery stores, 
including Safeway, Walmart and McKay’s Market in Empire and Coos Bay. 

Coos Health and Wellness (CHW) has also started a program to encourage the public to wear a face 
mask. This program is both a donation and distribution program. People who would like to make and 
donate reusable cloth face masks can find sewing instructions on the internet. Mask donations may be 
placed in the identified container at each City Hall building within Coos County. Anyone in need of a mask 
can pick one up from the same donation bucket. For more information on this CHW cloth mask program, 
contact Pam Lewis at pam.lewis@chw.coos.or.us 
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https://coosbay.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c581877e2e6e8bef7aacdc2e&id=e24e4b2513&e=45869d45be
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From Our Executive Director:  Holly Boardman 
 
Hello and happy June! The flower baskets are lining 
downtown and the weather is ready for us to head 
outdoors. I hope that you will join us at the Farmers 
Market opening on Wednesday, June 3rd from 9am to 
2pm on Central Avenue in Downtown Coos Bay. It is a 
rain or shine event. This is our 20th year and it is an 
essential business, like a grocery store. Many protocols 
are in place to make it very safe. We are following all the 
state guidelines, CDC and Oregon Farmers Market 
guidelines. For more information please read the 
Farmers Market article by our Farmers Market Manager, 
Melissa Hasart on the next page. 

The Coos Bay Downtown Association and the Farmers 
Market are looking for Greeters to welcome customers to the Farmers Market and 
remind them to stay 6 feet apart to adhere to social distancing guidelines. We will have 
signs made up for you to hold with pertinent safety information. If you could volunteer 
from 9am to 2pm on a Wednesday or for just a few hours, please get in contact with me 
at 541-266-9706 or email me at info@coosbay downtown.org. We appreciate you 
checking your schedule or suggesting it to a friend. 

We look forward to providing this essential service to our community and the farmers 
who make this possible.  
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Farmers Market: Melissa Hasart, Market Manager 

The Coos Bay Downtown Association announces and welcomes 
everyone to the opening of the 20th Season of our Coos Bay Downtown 
Farmers Market on June 3rd located on Central Avenue between 
Highway 101 South & 3rd Street in Downtown Coos Bay. We will be 
open every Wednesday, June 3rd through October 28th 9am – 2pm with 
the first hour reserved for Senior customers and those with underlying 
health conditions and issues. 
 
Our number one priority during the COVID19 pandemic and now the 
Reopening of Oregon is and has been the safety of everyone as we 
make farm fresh products to our community available in an open-air 
market. We have made changes to the Coos Bay Farmers Market in 
compliance with Governor Kate Brown’s Reopen Oregon Plan and 
continue to follow all Center for Disease Control (CDC), the Oregon 
Farmers Market Association (OFMA) protocols, procedures, and 
guidelines to remain as an Essential Grocery Store not a Social 
Gathering. To accomplish this, the Coos Bay Farmers Market will look 
and act very differently. We will be going back to the traditional basics 

and the root of all Farmers Markets – Homegrown Local Essential products only. 
At this time, there will be no social activities, children’s programs, music, entertainment, demonstrations or sampling 
of any products at the Farmers Market. All food being sold is Take Out only and to be consumed off Coos Bay 
Farmers Market premises. All seating, tables, and chairs have been removed from the market. There will be No 
Non-Essential Vendors – Artists and Craft Makers, Distributors, Non-Profits or Educational Booths. Please come 
back and support them at another time. 
Our Essential Vendor Booths will be at least 8ft apart to ensure proper physical distancing of Shoppers. Safety 
Greeters will be in each Vendor Booth and throughout the Farmers Market to remind everyone of 6ft physical 
distancing required to keep everyone safe. Signs will be posted to remind the community to “Shop with your Eyes”. 
No customer contact with products prior to purchase. Vendors are being encouraged to sell products by each, bundle 
or prepackaged. 
All Farmers Market Staff, Volunteers, and Vendors are required to wear Fabric Face Coverings or Masks and gloves. 
We highly encourage and recommend all of the community to wear Fabric Face Coverings or Masks as they shop at 
the Farmers Market. There will be hand sanitizer available at each Vendor Booth and multiple public Hand Washing 
Stations throughout the Farmers Market. We request everyone to please thoroughly wash your hands before coming 
and bring your own personal hand sanitizer with you. 
The CBDA highly encourages sending only 1 healthy member of your household to the Farmers Market and younger 
children remain at home. Absolutely NO PETS, only trained Service Animals are allowed at  the Farmers Market. 
Make a list prior to attending, so you may quickly shop and return home. Be Safe, Be Essential, Shop quickly. 
Remember to clean & wash all purchased produce at home before eating. 
With the goal of “farm fresh to every fork,” the CBDA Farmers Market accepts SNAP-EBT. Tokens and Double Up 
Bucks up to $10 match can be received at the Farmers Market Information Booth located on Central Avenue next 
door to Jennie’s Shoes. Several Vendors accept WIC and Senior Farm Direct Nutrition vouchers as well. 
 
A HUGE thank you to our generous Sponsors: Jennie’s Shoes, Wildflour Catering, the Oregon Health Insurance 
Marketplace, the Coos Head Food Coop and Banner Bank!!!!!! 
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Featured Member of the Month

 
This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the spotlight on 
Cadwell Realty Group, located at 2582 Broadway Avenue in North 
Bend.. I had the pleasure of talking with the head broker of the Coos Bay 
and North Bend branches, Mark James.  

Tell us about your business. 
We are a real estate office working with both commercial and residential real estate buyers and sellers.                 
Our pride is building strong relationships with our clients that we hope in turn become life long. We’re an                   
intentional client driven business.  
 
Why are you a Downtown Association member? 

The events that the CBDA provides I have been to for the past 21 years.               
The community atmosphere that the CBDA provides is something that          
myself and my family enjoys and I share with my clients. For example,             
the Blackberry Arts Festival is one unique event that is personable to me             
and perfect for what I do. 
 
Do you have any advice for new business owners? 
Get out to meet people in the community and build relationships. We’re a             
very diverse community with young and old alike that need to be catered             
to appropriately.  
 
What is your favorite place downtown? 
The Farmers Market on Wednesday is always on my schedule, it is such             
a great event. I also enjoy taking the family to Puerto Vallarta. 7 Devils is               
a great place to relax, post-work time.  
 

When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time? 
Either at the Coos Golf Club and when the fish are running on the river.  
 
 
 
Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. 
If you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email 
info@coosbaydowntown.org. 
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