MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
President Update: By Beth Clarkson

September 2020

August was warm and sunny and like a light switch, September

brings still those sunny days, but do you feel the change in the
mornings? A little brisk, which is a reminder that fall is arriving. I was
thinking, actually I think I saw it on social media, we as businesses
should really spend some time preparing for this Christmas holiday
season and decorate the outside of our buildings and window
displays with lights. Shore Acres will sadly be dim this Christmas
Holiday due to the COVID-19 but that does not mean we can’t be lit!
Let us light up downtown, and the neighborhoods with the festive
lights of the season. And you know me, there should be a contest
and a winner and a cider celebration! Okay, maybe the celebration will have to be virtual and
maybe the cider spiked but it’s a pandemic so it’s allowed….. wink, wink. So, as we soak up
the last of the days of summer and start thinking of pumpkin spice everything, let's also start
planning for the lighting of the Bay Area!

Design Committee Corner by: Doug Woolsey
The Design Committee has been working on a few new projects that
included an informational Facade Brochure and art for electric and
utility boxes
The Facade Brochure is in its final draft and when it is completed
will help local businesses owners with information on facade grants.
The Electric and Utility Box Arts project partners with the City of
Coos Bay and Pacific Power. We believe that adding some art to the
utility boxes will add some fun and make them a little more appealing to the eye. We as
always have projects that are in the works or ongoing like the bike rack project, and light pole
banners.
I would like to thank everyone that helps out on these projects. We are always looking for
people who would like to sit on the Design committee. If you are interested, Give Holly
Boardman, at the CBDA office a call at 541-266-9706. This committee meets twice a month
during the lunch hour.
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Recovery Help Available From The Southwestern Oregon Community
College Small Business Development Center
Assistance is available for small businesses working on recovering from the COVID-19
pandemic through the Small Business Development Center at Southwestern Oregon
Community College. This assistance includes confidential advising available at no-cost to
business owners, online training and connections with experts and resources from around
the region and the state.
“Our team is dedicated to helping businesses through the pandemic, recovery and beyond,”
said John Bacon, director of the Southwestern Small Business Development Center. “We have
helped many small businesses navigate the various state and federal resources, finding the
best solutions and helping them find long-term success.”
All advising at the Small Business Development Center is available at no-cost to business
owners and is confidential. Advising is paid for by the Small Business Administration and the
State of Oregon with the goal of helping businesses gain the resources and knowledge to
thrive. Online classes are also available to help business owners hone specific skills to run
their businesses successfully. The Small Business Development Center also offers advising
and classes in Spanish.
“Talking with John from the SBDC cleared up
some important details to help us pivot and
thrive. He was very helpful helping us figure out
the EIDL and PPP programs and most recently
helping direct me to new hire opportunities and
resources,” said Kevin Shaw of Coastal Mist Fine
Chocolates and Desserts. “In a nutshell, the SBDC
has been a treasure trove of information vital to
our business’s survival and we are very grateful
for John’s knowledge and help!”
To learn more about SBDC services or make an appointment, visit
https://bizcenter.org/centers/southwestern-sbdc/or call 541-888-7001.
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The Property Watch Program from the City of Coos
Bay Police Department
WHAT IS PROPERTY WATCH?
Property Watch is a program that the Coos Bay Police
Department started in 2019 and is designed to assist owners of
commercial properties, businesses, and apartment complexes
curb unwanted activity that occurs after business hours or when
the owner (or manager) cannot be contacted. Without authority
granted by the person responsible for the property/business, the police are often not
able to take action on non-criminal issues that occur on private property. Some
examples would be nonresidents/customers hanging out on property, skateboarding,
non-customer vehicles in the parking lot, etc.
The Property Watch Program allows the person responsible for the property to
partner with the police and authorize the police to act on their behalf when they are not
there. This program is based in similar successful programs used by Astoria Police,
Beaverton Police, Pendleton Police, and Salem Police.
The legal foundation is a signed agreement that provides the authority for police
to contact people that are on private property (that are members of the Property Watch)
and ask them to leave the property. The goal is to have the police legally able to assist in
helping keep your property safe when you are not there. There is no cost to you to be
part of the program, it is renewed yearly and you can withdraw from the program at any
time.
The Property Watch Program is only for commercial properties and businesses in
the City of Coos Bay. This program is not for single residential houses.
The Property Watch agreement can be
reviewed by going to the Coos Bay Police
Department webpage at:
www.coosbay.org/departments/police
QUESTIONS?? If you have questions about
the Property Watch Program you may
contact Deputy Chief Chris Chapanar at
541-269-1181 Ext 2268 or
cchapanar@coosbay.org
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From Our Executive Director: Holly Boardman
Happy September! This month I thought it would be great to
highlight the City of Coos Bay’s Facade Improvement Grant. I
talked with Debbie Erler with the City and she had a lot of
great information to share.
The purpose of the Façade Improvement Grant Program is to
improve conditions, encourage economic development and
promote the revitalization of the Downtown District. The
program provides financial assistance to property owners
and tenants of commercial properties in the City’s Downtown
Urban Renewal District. The objectives are to improve the
aesthetics of existing businesses and buildings and
encourage façade improvements such as repair/replacement
of existing siding, windows, doors, and awnings, or enhance a façade with new elements.
There are no application fees for this grant program.
The City’s Design Assistance Team is available at the beginning of the project, to
provide applicant’s with a preliminary review of the proposed project, through the
“Pre-Application” review. This review has helped many applicant’s enhance their building
character and avoid unnecessary and costly alterations. City staff is available to assist the
applicants throughout the process.
The program provides matching grants up to 50% of the cost of eligible
improvements, from a minimum grant of $1,000 to a
maximum of $25,000 (unless otherwise approved by the
Urban Renewal Agency). A consultant service (up to 10%
of the total project cost to a maximum of $5,000) is also
eligible for reimbursement to provide professional
design, architectural or engineering services including
drawings that effectively and clearly communicate the
project’s design and proposed changes.
All commercial property and/or businesses
located within the urban renewal district are eligible for
one façade improvement grant in any one fiscal year
period [July 1 through June 30].
To receive the complete program information and begin your façade improvement
project, contact Debbie Erler, Planner II, Community Development Department, City of Coos
Bay, at 541.269.1181 X 2259 or by email at derler@coosbay.org
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Farmers Market: Melissa Hasart, Market Manager
September Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness

I can’t believe summer has come & gone and Autumn has arrived in all it’s abundant
glory. The CBDA Farmers Market continues to operate as an outside retail essential grocery
store centering around our local farmers. We are currently still working with the COVID-19
restrictions and guidelines while making the Farmers Market the BEST it can be. We continue
to be a “Shop with your Eyes - No Touch” market with Face coverings required by everyone
over 5 years old.
As a community, we have embraced our new shopping essential accessory...the face
covering with our own Southcoast Attitude. We have seen everything from decorated face
shields, smiling faces, favorite friends to bejewelled & bedazzled beauties throughout the
Market. We have to wear them but certainly can look
good doing it.
As the summer came to an end, the CBDA
Farmers Market Family celebrated two of our very own
on their special days. Ryan, owner extraordinaire of
The Brothers’ Crumb, who makes the BEST Chocolate
Chip Cookies ever turned Sweet 16 during National
Farmers Market Week. The legendary
Farmers Market Icon Larry of Papa’s Dogg’s was
all smiles as everyone sang Happy Birthday to him
throughout the day but he wasn’t telling how many
candles we should put on this nacho cake.
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A tremendous Thank you to our wonderful friends at
South Coast Family Dentistry for being our August
Handwashing Sponsor Angels. As they pass the torch
to Jennie’s Shoes, who is not only part of our
Superstar 2020 Season Sponsors with Coos Head
Food Co-Op, Oregon Health Insurance, So it Goes
Coffeehouse and Wildflour Cafe & Catering but has
gone above and beyond by becoming our
September Handwashing Sponsor Hero too. We
couldn’t have done it without you.
The CBDA Farmers Market had a pleasant and
welcome surprise from the Coos County Sheriff’s
office. Kathleen Olson-Gray, Emergency
Management, delivered disposable masks, face
shields, hand sanitizer, antibacterial wipes and disposable gloves from her little red wagon to
all of our very grateful vendors and the Farmers Market to keep us safe and able to continue
to bring farm fresh products to our community.
I am looking forward to enjoying the bounty of our fall harvest at CBDA Farmers
Market with friends, family and all of you!!!
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Featured Member of the Month
This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines

the spotlight on O
 lde Thyme Herbal LLC,. I had the
pleasure of talking with the owner, Cathryn Olds.
Tell us about your business.
I grow the herbs or wildcraft them and then make natural
remedies out of them. There is a food as medicine farm
line with jams, infused honeys and more. There is a CBD
line with lotions and tinctures for anxiety, pain, arthritis
and more. I have a facial and body line made with organic
products in small batches. Such as hand sanitizer, shower
gel and facial creams. I also do fresh and dried herbs.
Herbs are used as natural remedies.
Why are you a Downtown Association member?
I am what is called a Village Herbalist that works within the community to help the
communities health. You need to belong to the community to help the community and that is
why I joined the CBDA because I believe in supporting
the downtown community.
Do you have any advice for new business owners?
Go slow and let it develop on its own. Let the business
grow slowly, so that you are stable.
What is your favorite place downtown?
Kim’s gardens with their lunches and chinese
groceries is a place that I really like. There are so
many downtown that I enjoy such as Coos Head Food
Coop and Ez Thai.
When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you
like to spend your time?
I spend my time at the beaches and also enjoy
foraging for mushrooms, herbs and berries.

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support.
If you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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