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President Update: By Beth Clarkson 

 
How many times have you said, “I can’t wait for this year to end!” Not 
going to lie, I may or may not have uttered those very words.  This year so 
far has been just one canceled event after another. First the Blackberry 
Arts Festival and then the Fun Festival and now it saddens me to vote to 
cancel the long-standing downtown trick or treat.  I look forward to that 
every year and love to decorate the outside of the shop for the kiddos. I 
will still decorate the outside of the shop and we will still have a caldron 
filled with candy but knowing that there will not be 600 goblins, princesses 
and superheroes roaming the streets will be strange. Events like the 
Blackberry Arts and the Fun Festival are fundraisers for the Downtown 

Association and that is financially painful to not have those this year but trick or treat is a feel good, 
eyes on my business, event that is painful to my heart to not have.  So, I can’t wait for this year to end 
and we have a vaccine for COVID and we can gather once again in celebration and we can live life.  

 
Organization Committee Corner: By Beth Clarkson 
The Organization Committee is responsible for building a Main Street® 
framework that is well represented by business and property owners, 
bankers, citizens, public officials, chambers of commerce, and other local 
economic development organizations. A strong organization provides the 
stability to build and sustain a long-term effort. The committee oversees 
the membership and sponsorships and other sources of funding that is 
then used by the other committees to renew downtown.  

This Committee has been busy trying to navigate the shortfalls to our budget that canceling the 
festivals and operating Farmers Market at 50% capacity have taken.  A large portion of our budget 
comes from those fundraisers and are what support the projects and promotions that put customers 
in front of downtown businesses. It is a small committee and we are always looking for committee 
members, so if you are interested in being a part of the Mainstreet Approach, email Holly at the CBDA 
at director@coosbaydowntown.org And as always, the Downtown Association is there to “Advocate 
for and support local businesses to thrive by being a vibrant downtown that promotes healthy living 
and provides opportunities for our community and guests to shop, eat, mingle and explore.”   
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  Increasing Housing Is A Council Priority: By Mayor Joe Benetti 

Among our 2019-2021 City Goals, the Coos Bay City Council 
identified addressing the limited housing supply as a priority. A lack 
of housing supply in general, and affordable / low-income housing 
specifically, creates significant difficulty for many who want to live 
and work in Coos Bay. As your Mayor, I want to share that progress 
is being made. Over the last three years, nearly a hundred living 
units have been added to the housing stock in Coos Bay. In 
addition, a number of housing projects are in the works or in the 
planning stages. If all of those projects come to fruition, an 
additional 500 living units will be added over the next five to six 
years.   

 Earlier this week, the Council reviewed a 2020 Housing Needs Analysis (HNA) and buildable land 
inventory report. Funded with a $28,000 Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development 
Technical Assistance grant, the 2020 HNA will lay the technical groundwork for City land use 
regulation changes to accommodate future housing. Required by Oregon state law, and the Council’s 
goal to support housing for all, the 2020 HNA notes current and projected housing needs into the year 
2040. Key 2020 HNA conclusions for the next 20 years specify that:   

● There are 480 developable acres available to accommodate projected housing needs. 
● 604 new units (489 new ownership units and 115 new rental units) are needed in a variety of 

price ranges. 
● The greatest rental demand in the City is for low to moderate income housing. Rental demand 

is greater than supply at the lowest income level (under $15,000/year). 
● Development of lower priced units exceeds and outpaces the demand for middle to upper end 

homes.   
● In the coming years, demand for ownership housing will be lowest in the lowest income range.  
● Future demand for rental housing will remain more evenly spread among the lower- to 

middle-income income ranges; rental demand will be lowest in the highest income range. 

The Council is scheduled to hold a public hearing on Tuesday, October 6, 2020, to receive additional 
public comment and take action on the 2020 HNA. A staff report for the October 6 meeting will be 
available on the City website on Friday, October 2, 2020 
(http://coosbay.org/government/search_agendas-minutes). 

For more information and to provide comments on the 2020 HNA, please contact Carolyn Johnson, 
Community Development Administrator, at 541-269-8924 or email cjohnson@coosbay.org. Your 
comments can also be mailed to Carolyn Johnson, Coos Bay City Hall, 500 Central Ave, Coos Bay, OR 
97420. 
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman 
 
The Coos Bay Downtown Association is a part of the National and Oregon Main 
Street program. The Main Street Approach is a proven comprehensive 
approach to historic commercial district revitalization. It has been 
implemented in over 2,200 cities and towns across 40 states. By fully 
integrating four points into a practical downtown management strategy, a 
local program will produce fundamental changes in a community’s economic 
base. The four points are each paired with a committee, they are Organization, 
Promotion, Design and Economic Vitality. 
 
Organization involves building a Main Street framework that is well 

represented by business and property owners, bankers, citizens, public officials, chambers of 
commerce, and other local economic development organizations. They also run the membership 
drive. 
 
Promotion creates excitement downtown. Street festivals, parades, retail events, and image 
campaigns are some of the ways Main Street encourages customer traffic. Promotion involves 
marketing an enticing image to shoppers, investors, and visitors. 
 
Design enhances the attractiveness of the business district. Historic building rehabilitation, street and 
alley clean-up, colorful banners, landscaping, and lighting all improve the physical image of the 
downtown as a quality place to shop, work, walk, invest in and live. Design improvements result in the 
reinvestment of public and private dollars to downtown. 
 
Economic Vitality involves analyzing current market forces to develop long term solutions. Recruiting 
new businesses, creatively converting unused space for new uses, and sharpening the 
competitiveness of Main Street’s traditional merchants are examples of restructuring activities.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering on any of these committees please email Holly at 
info@coosbaydowntown.org or call 541-266-9706. 

 

 

 

 

 
Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. 
If you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email 
info@coosbaydowntown.org. 
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October Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness 
 Happy October Everyone!!!   By Melissa Hassart 

Pumpkins, Squash, and Apple Cider are just a few of my favorite fall things which are abundant for our 
last month of our CBDA Farmers Market. We still continue to operate as an outside retail essential 
grocery store centering around our beloved local farmers with Artists and Crafters too. We are 
currently still working with the COVID-19 restrictions and guidelines while making the Farmers Market 
the BEST it can be. A “Shop with your Eyes - No Touch” market with Face coverings required by 
everyone over 5 years old. 

 Our Food Truck Court has been a beehive of activity. 
Papa’s Dogg’s is serving up bacon wrapped deep fried hot 
dogs and cheese dripping nachos. Coos Bay Concessions 
has their famous lemonade and kettle corn. Elkhorn BBQ is 
sizzling up all your BBQ wants & dreams with a garlic 
cheese fries special so very yummy for your tummy. We 
welcomed a brand new member to our CBDA Farmers 
Market Food Court Family, Danny’s Burger Shack. His 
gourmet burgers have all our mouths watering. The 
“Bruised Heifer” is a 
burger straight from 
heaven!!! Yummo! We 
sadly had to say 

good-by to a few of our favorites. Sending good luck, well wishes  and 
all our best to Coastal Donuts as they hit the road to new 
adventures in Florida. To Sprengelmeyers for just the remainder of  this 
season but they promised to be back next year with their fabulous 
tacos & treats.  

Welcome and congrats to the newest member of our CBDA Farmers market 
Family, Range Chiropractic & Sports Medicine, as our October Handwashing 
Station Sponsor. They are a true inspiration to everyone of how a brand new 
business can become involved with their community and be supportive 
during these difficult times. 

 And of course, a HUGE thank you to our Superstar 2020 Season Sponsor team of Jennie’s Shoes, Coos 
Head Food Co-Op, Oregon Health Insurance, So it Goes Coffeehouse, and Wildflour Cafe & Catering. 
We truly couldn’t have done it without all your support this season. 

 Here is to all of us enjoying the bounty of our 
fall harvest at CBDA Farmers Market with friends 
and family. Hope to see you there!!! 
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Featured Member of the Month 

This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the spotlight 
on KDCQ 92.9   ( K-DOCK Radio) . I had the pleasure of talking with the 
general manager, Stephanie Kilmer . 

Tell us about your business. 
K-DOCK Radio is celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2020. The radio station was established in its 
original format as an Oldies station, since then we have upgraded to be classified as Classic Hits. We’re 
a full service radio station and most of our employees have been with the station for a decade or 
more. We serve the community by providing entertainment, information, fun promotions, live-locally 
produced programming and events. We have expanded our services to include website construction, 
social media marketing and any kind of assistance 
with digital profiles.  
 
Why are you a Downtown Association member? 
Our ownership established the station in Coos Bay.               
We are currently located in North Bend but we                 
understand the value of having vibrant downtowns             
no matter if we are located in it or near it. The Coos                         
Bay Downtown Association fills that need for our               
community.  
 
Do you have any advice for new business owners? 
Do whatever your passion is. If you love it then other people will love it.  
 
What is your favorite place downtown? 
Any part of downtown Coos Bay is nice but I grew up on Central Avenue and spent a lot of time                                         
shopping and using services downtown. I also worked downtown and I think that we have a great City.  
 
When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time? 
I love utilizing the parks and spend a lot of time in Empire and also enjoy anywhere outdoors.  
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The Coos Bay Downtown Association made the difficult decision to cancel their annual Halloween 
events after recommendations from the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention regarding 
Halloween celebrations, door to door trick or treating and large gatherings as high-risk activities for 
spreading COVID-19. It is with that recommendation that the Coos Bay Downtown Association sadly 
and with an abundance of caution, cancels its Downtown trick or treating and trunk or treat event that 
was to be held on the Friday before Halloween, October 30th. We hope to hold this great community 
event next year.  
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