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If you are like me, superstitious and are hoping that all bad things related to COVID
will cease at the end of 2020, I do have some thoughts for you to ponder. COVID, the
temporary shutdown this spring, the mandates and recommendations that are
attached to the daily running of your business and now the uptick in cases as fall and
the holiday season approach are all reasons to blame sleepless nights and added
grey hairs. Now, however, is not the time to just leave all to chance. Analyze your
income and expenses for this year. Although your income may be down, are you
finding that so are your expenses and your bottom line is not as bad as feared. Now
look at the decreases and start making a business plan for 2021. What you have
learned as to consumer patterns of buying during this pandemic may linger long into
2021. Are you adapting? Everyday is a lesson on how tomorrow will shape up. Teach

yourself well.

Promotions Committee Corner: By Beth Clarkson
This year has had its challenges with canceling events but the committee has been
working hard to add some consumer traffic in the fourth quarter along with some
desperately needed holiday cheer. We are asking businesses downtown to light up
their storefronts for the holiday. We want downtown lit!
November 13 and 14 will see the return of our Annual Downtown Holiday Open
House, with participating businesses displaying holiday gift giving and home décor ideas along with chances to win
door prizes. Santa and the tree lighting will take place on Saturday the 28th but with some COVID safety protocols in
place. Santa will be a drive by event with children dropping off their wish list letters, as they drive by Santa perched
on his chair waving to all that pass. Later, Santa will be escorted to the City Tree at the visitor center and his flipping
the switch will be live streamed on Facebook and there will be limited space to park and watch. Collecting your
receipts from downtown businesses from November 13th through the 28th can still be turned in for commemorative
mugs on Saturday the 28th but there will be no cider stroll. Stay tuned for a new event that will be held the month of
December that will sure bring cheer!
The Promotions Committee main function is to create excitement downtown. Street festivals, parades, retail events,
and image development campaigns are some of the ways Main Street® encourages customer traffic. Promotion
involves marketing an enticing image to shoppers, investors, and visitors.
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Updates Are Everywhere You Look by: Mayor Joe Benetti
There is no shortage of exciting upgrades taking place throughout Coos Bay. The City
Council and its partners continue to work on behalf or our residents, addressing
community needs.One of the priorities we’ve tackled is the parking constraints in
the downtown area and on Front Street. In an effort to add parking capacity in
downtown, the Council approved the proposal to develop the vacant lot at the
corner of Central Avenue and Third Street into a public parking lot. The necessary
design plans are underway and currently being reviewed with our state and federal
partners. Additionally, we’re working to repurpose a lot along N. Front Street
between Cedar and Date avenues. The project is in the state permitting phase. Once
completed we will not only have a public parking lot to serve the needs of the
businesses on Front Street, while at the same time, cleaning and refurbishing a lot
which was used for over 80 years as a salvage yard.
In partnership with the Parks Commission, we’ve embarked on an aggressive plan to improve Mingus Park, one of
the jewels in our community. This project proposes dredging the pond, adding a couple of fishing piers, elevating
the small children’s play area and replacing the playground in that area, replacing restrooms / pavilion, etc. The
design and engineering process is nearly complete and we are in hopes of applying for grants in early 2021.
Another Coos Bay landmark, the Egyptian Theatre, is
celebrating its 95th birthday this year. This year also
marks the tenth anniversary of the Theatre entering
the National Register of Historic Places. We recently
completed the replacement of the 50-year-old roof.
This $122,571 investment comes by way of generous
grants and funds provided by the Egyptian Theatre
Preservation Association.
I love the charm of the buildings you’ll find throughout
downtown Coos Bay. The Council and Urban Renewal
Agency is committed to working through public / private partnerships in an effort to maintain the integrity of these
buildings in conjunction with improving the overall aesthetic of the downtown area. We’ve worked with several
establishments, including Old City Hall, Tower Ford, Shark Bites Cafe, Koski Building, Pacific School of Dance. and
Tioga Building to upgrade the exterior and introduce new facades.
I am excited to see the continued development in and around the Front Street area. We will soon realize the
addition of three new establishments. Located east of north Front Street area, Coos Bay Village is a mixed-use,
waterfront village concept. Starbucks, Spectrum and Facerock Creamery will be opening in their new location in the
Village in the next few weeks. And a nearby Front Street neighbor, the Coos Bay Liquor Store will also be moving in
the future to their new home which is under construction, across from Marshfield Mercantile, on Bayshore Drive.
The Confederated Tribes of the Coos and Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians have embarked on the development
of the Hollering Place Tribal Museum and Cultural Center. This venture will be located in the Empire District and
serve as a gathering place to learn about the cultures and people who have long called Coos Bay home. Just this
week the Planning Commission approved the proposed site plan for that project.
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman
Happy November! Fall is here and the CBDA has many exciting fourth quarter events to get
you in the holiday spirit! We are holding our annual Holiday Open Houses on November
13th and 14th. Go to participating businesses and enter to win a door prize and a grand
prize. It’s a great way to start your holiday shopping and prepare for Christmas. Remember
to save your receipts from the 13th till November 28th. On Shop Small Saturday on
November 28th from 10am to 3pm at Jennie’s Shoes turn in your receipts from downtown
Coos Bay totaling $100 and get a commemorative Marshfield mug. Mugs can also be
purchased for $10.
On November 28th we will also be having a drive by Santa experience on 3rd Street in
downtown Coos Bay. Santa will be on a decorated trailer and you can drive by and see him and drop off your
wishlist into his mailbox from 1pm to 5pm. Elves will be giving out candy canes. Then Santa will be escorted to the
Coos Bay Visitor Center parking lot where the tree will be lit at 5:30pm. Watch the tree lighting from your car or drive
by the visitor center after 5:30pm to bask in the glow of the huge lighted tree.
From November 30th to December 24th the CBDA and downtown businesses will be having a reindeer roundup.
During the tree lighting our very own Coos Bay downtown deer convinced Santa’s reindeer to take off and explore
the area. Be on the lookout for the lighted deer in downtown businesses. They could be hidden inside or they might
be displayed in the window. The deer will keep moving all season long. Once you find a deer and check in and post
your photo on Facebook and you will be entered to win a grand prize.
We hope you will join us to Save Christmas with all of our fun events!

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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November Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness
Melissa Hasart, CBDA Farmers Market Manager
Happy November Everyone!!!!! I can’t believe our crazy ride together as my first season as the Farmers
Market Manager comes to an end. “Challenges & Changes” was our unofficial theme for the 2020 CBDA
Farmers Market Season. Amidst a Pandemic & the many and ever changing COVID-19 mandates &
regulations, Road & Building construction, Wildfires and smoke, we as a tight knit community came together
as a huge new Farmers Market Family.
Our caring Coastal Community recognized the importance of having fresh produce and products available
straight from the farms to our tables in an open air outside market. Local business and associations quietly
worked behind the scenes to help ensure the safety and success of our beloved Farmers Market. At this time,
I want everyone to know who they are so you may say thank you.
●
Checkerberry’s Flowers & Gifts - new laptop to communicate & function and a shiny new
heavy duty wagon to haul & tote all the market goodies.
●
7-11 - Informational booth plexiglass safety barriers.
●
Banner Bank - pencils at EBT-SNAP table.
●
City of Coos Bay - disposable masks & shields
●
Coos County Sheriff's Dept - multiple donations of disposable masks, face shields, gloves,
produce gloves, antibacterial wipes, and multiple types of sanitizers & hand sanitizers
Don’t forget to thank our monthly handwashing station sponsors:
●
●
●
●
●

June - Banner Bank
July - Harmony Homecare
August - South Coast Family Dentistry
September - Jennie’s Shoes
October - RANGE Chiropractic & Sports Medicine

Last but not least a huge heartfelt THANK YOU to our amazing 2020 CBDA Farmers Market Season
Sponsors. We truly could not have done it without you.

I am looking forward to the excitement of our 2021 CBDA Farmers Market season opening day to
commemorate our 21st birthday on May 5th, Cinco de Mayo!!!!!!! Let the Celebration Begin!!!
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Featured Member of the Month
This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the spotlight on the Coos History

Museum. I had the pleasure of talking with the Executive Director, Marcia Hart.
Tell us about your business.
The Coos History Museum is the historical museum for the
coos county historical society, which was founded in 1891.
We are the second oldest historical society in Oregon. Our
mission is to be the holder of the stories of our region and
be a place where people can gather and learn about our
history. The museum is open Wednesday through
Saturday from 10am to 5pm. We recommend scheduling a
visit. Please call us at 541-756-6320.

to

Why are you a Downtown Association member?
We are on the waterfront as a destination business that is linked to the downtown area by way of the
historical front street waterfront.
Do you have any advice for new business owners?
To learn about the area. Get involved with the CBDA and the Chamber of Commerce to learn about the
other businesses. Learn from those businesses that have been here for a while and are successful. Network
with other businesses.
What is your favorite place downtown?
I frequent So It Goes Coffeehouse. I love Katrina Kathleen’s and all the restaurants like Seven Devils
Brewery and Restaurant O.
When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time?
I love spending time at Mingus Park and walking along the waterfront.
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