MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
President Update: By Beth Clarkson

December 2020

As I am writing this, we are in the middle of a “two-week pause”. Some businesses
have had to close, restaurants have had to limit their sales to take out and retail
must limit their customer traffic to 75% capacity. Our fears of the pandemic
getting worse this winter seems to be a reality. But, there is joy still. Christmas is
coming! Santa was here and now his reindeer are loose downtown. They are in
businesses for people to find and enter in a chance to win a great gift basket filled
with awesome items and gift certificates from downtown merchants. Downtown
businesses have decorated the front of their shops with the colors and lights of the
holiday. And people are extremely generous and happy despite the pandemic.
Look to the things that bring us joy and there will be joy in our hearts. Wishing you
a Merry Christmas and a very Happy and prosperous New Year to you and yours.

Economic Vitality Committee Corner:
By Stephanie Kilmer
The Economic Vitality Committee has been very active over the past several
months, despite the pandemic. We are in the final stretch of the development of a
Strategic Plan for Economic Vitality in the downtown area. RDI was hired after the
Coos Bay Downtown Association (CBDA) received a grant to develop the plan. The
deadline for the final plan was extended twice because of the government shut down due to a global pandemic. The
final draft plan will be presented on Friday, December 4th at 10am. This will be a great opportunity to see and
comment on the draft before the final plan is presented to the CBDA Board of Directors on December 16th. For
information and to join the Zoom conversation, contact CBDA Executive Director Holly Boardman at
director@coosbaydowntown.org
In other business, the EV Committee met with city staff and presented recommendations for improvements and
changes to the city's already well-used Facade Grant Program. The recommendations were approved by the Board
of Directors with a few changes and will allow expansion and streamlining of the program. Those have been
forwarded to the city. Staff will then read them into the record during a public hearing to be held at a future date
with the council and Urban Renewal Agency.
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman
Happy December! I have two great ideas to share with you. The first is our partnership with
Banner Bank to sponsor a Dues Relief Program. We know that this year has been a
challenge and are pleased to offer this first ever program. If you need assistance with your
dues for 2021, you can email me at director@coosbaydowntown.org and submit an
interest in the program. You will receive a confirmation number that you submit with your
membership invoice and your payment of half. The Dues Relief Program will match the
remaining 50% of the bronze or silver membership level. This program is available until
funds run out and is on a first come, first serve basis. See the flyer below for more
information.
The second piece of information is that we are having a Reindeer Roundup in downtown Coos Bay. Ruckus the
downtown Reindeer convinced Santa’s reindeer when he was doing the Drive by Santa event to explore downtown
Coos Bay. Look for the ten reindeer in different businesses downtown. Take a photo and post it on your Facebook
page and check in at the business on Facebook with the hashtag #coosbayholiday. You will then be entered to win
the grand prize basket filled with lots of amazing goodies from the downtown businesses. You can enter each time
you find a reindeer. They are on the move, so keep looking! See the flyer for more information.
Thank you to everyone who volunteered at our Drive By Santa and Shop Small Saturday events. We couldn’t have
done it without you. A huge thank you to our sponsors Banner Bank, South Coast Family Dentistry, BNT
Promotions, KDOCK radio and Bracelin Trucking.

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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From our CBDA Farmers Market Manager: Melissa Hasart
December Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness
The last 2020 Farmers Market Basket is truly filled with Health, Thankfulness, Hope and Happiness. I want
the community to know the exciting news for the future while remembering to thank everyone who helped
bring farm fresh products directly from the vendors to our tables in a safe open air market during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
While making the very freshest products available, our CBDA Farmers Market processed $11,947 in
SNAP/EBT benefits and distributed $6,160 in Double Up Food Bucks to the community while redeeming
$17,157 to our wonderful vendors, we received some very exciting news. We graciously accepted the Best
of the South Coast 2020 award for Best Produce on behalf of our
amazing produce vendors. What a great way to end a very different
and challenging season.
I want to thank some folks who were behind the scenes and without
whom the Farmers Market could not have ran as smoothly as it did
during a turbulent and ever changing season. Thank you all for your
unwavering dedication, help and support to not only the
community but to me personally. I value every single one of you
from the bottom of my heart.
Let me begin with our fabulous supportive CBDA Board of directors;
Beth Clarkson, Doug Woolsey, Susie Gibbs, Stephanie Kilmer, Dana
Webber, Barb Dunham, Julie Graham, Katie Granado, and Steve Schneiderman. Every single one of you
stepped up as never before to help at the market & me personally to ensure the survival and success of this
Farmers Market Season. Our charming CBDA Executive Director, Holly Boardman, not only helped at the
SNAP/EBT table on Market day but researched, wrote, and applied for grants left and right to keep us all
going. The latest approved grant for just under $5,000 was a godsend.
My wonderful and caring family, who supported me as they alway do in whatever I am involved in. Thank
you Daniel Bell, my loving husband, who made meals, rubbed my aching feet, and was my number one
cheerleader. My cherished sons, Kaleb and Elliott Noogle, who volunteered and helped whenever their
work schedules would allow. Kaleb not only even requested his work schedule be changed to be more
readily available but spent his 27th Birthday at Market setting up and breaking down the food court,
emptying garbage cans, assisting with Vendors, moving hand washing stations, and many other little ways
to make it easier on his mom.
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I want to wish a heartfelt thank you to our own volunteer extraordinaire and my very special friend, Melanie
Griswold. She has been with me from the very beginning of my first season as the new Farmers Market
Manager and remained by my side throughout all the changes and challenges of a COVID-19 Season. Mel
has volunteered over 200 hours of her time, sweat and tears to help ensure the success of the CBDA
Farmers Market. If there was a need she was the first one to jump right in and help, whether it was
processing EBT/SNAP transactions, picking up trash, arriving at 5am on market day with a smile on her face
as we put up road closure signs, barricades, no parking signs and cones together.
I am looking forward to embracing and celebrating our CBDA Farmers Market Family in the new year.
Watch out 2021 as we mark May 5, 2021 on our calendars for the biggest 21st birthday bash this town has
ever seen!!!

More Farmers Market Fun
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Featured Member of the Month
This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines

the spotlight on Past To Present Emporium LLC. I had
the pleasure of talking with the owner, Shawn Liggett.
Tell us about your business.
Past to Present Emporium LLC is an antique and vintage item
shop that is locally owned. We also sell local art and handmade
soaps. Coming soon for community engagements, we will be
offering classes from hands on activities to educational classes.
Why are you a Downtown Association member?
I am a member because it connects me to the community. It allows me to participate in the CBDA
downtown events. I can use my voice to offer ideas and suggestions.
Do you have any advice for new business owners?
Stay on top of your bookkeeping and read your contracts. Leave nothing out when you are signing a
contract.
What is your favorite place downtown?
I enjoy shopping at Leaf’s Treehouse and appreciate their friendly greetings when you walk in the door. I
also like Old World Antiques, David has high quality antiques and is an expert in his field.
When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time?
We take the dogs to the beach and the river. We enjoy travelling and camping.
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