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President Update: By Beth Clarkson
March is one of my top three favorite months and I’ll tell you why. SPRING! The
trees are starting to show life, the spring bulbs are popping up and the days are
starting to get longer. Nothing makes me happier than to walk out of my shop in
the evening and it’s still light. Spring is like a new beginning for me. From a
business standpoint, it’s time for me to take a good hard look at my curb appeal.
That layer of winter scum that has settled on my awning needs washed away. The
sidewalk needs a good scrubbing and the windows a good cleaning.  And of
course, adding a little color by repotting the flowerpots with new annuals is always

a good call. First impressions happen sometimes before your customer ever walks through your
door.  Make sure your outside first impression is a good one.  If you are facing a bigger project for
your façade, do not forget that the City has grant opportunities. Taking pride in your business
inside and out.

Promotions Committee Corner: By Julie Graham
The Promotions Committee creates excitement in downtown Coos Bay.
They are responsible for the Farmers Market, festivals, parades, retail
events and image development campaigns, which are just some of the
ways Main Street encourages customer traffic. Promotion involves
marketing an enticing image to shoppers, investors and visitors.
Currently our Spring Break Bingo event is on hold due to Covid 19 but
we plan on holding the event when it will be safe to do so. The Farmers
Market will begin the first Wednesday in May, which happens to land on
Cinco de Mayo, May 5th and runs until the last Wednesday in October.
We also have come up with the theme for the Bay Area Fun Festival, Get
Back to the Fun….in 2021.
The Promotions Committee meets every other Tuesday at 8am via Zoom. If you have ideas that
you would like to share with the committee for events or other happenings, please feel free to join
our meetings. We are always looking for volunteers. Please email info@coosbaydowntown.org for
more information.
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman

Happy March! The CBDA has been busy behind the scenes planning for events and
coming up with new ideas to help your business. We have had to postpone our
Spring Break Bingo until we can meet the Covid 19 guidelines. We are still planning
on holding all of our events and festivals and will decide if we can hold them safely
as it gets closer to the actual time of the event. We are brainstorming on virtual
events through Facebook and other avenues. If you have an idea that you would like
to share please email me at info@coosbaydowntown.org. We will continue to have a
positive outlook and look forward to a great year serving you.

If you would like to serve on a committee or volunteer to assist in our events please contact me at
info@coosbaydowntown.org. We are always looking for more people to participate in our four committees,
Design, Organization, Economic Vitality and Promotions.

Our Dues Relief Program with Banner Bank is still underway and is open to assist you with your 2021 dues.
We know that this year has been a challenge and are pleased to offer this first ever program. Membership
dues are an important financial piece that funds many projects of the CBDA. If you still believe in all the
good that the CBDA does but you  need assistance with your dues for 2021, you can email me at
director@coosbaydowntown.org and submit an interest in the program. You will receive a confirmation
number that you submit with your membership invoice and your payment of half. The Dues Relief Program
will match the remaining 50% of the bronze or silver membership level. This program is available until
funds run out and is on a first come, first serve basis. See the flyer below for more information.

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support.  If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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Featured Member of the Month

This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the
spotlight on Lehne Farms. I had the pleasure of talking with
the owner, Glen Lehne.

Tell us about your business.
Lehne Farms is a third generation farm. We have been growing
various products on our 70 acres in Garden Valley in Roseburg
since the 40’s. My father started a U Pick operation that continues
to this day. In 2005 we started going to regional Farmers Markets
in the area. Since I returned to the farm in 2014 we now grow year round produce. We also built 10 food houses
where we are able to grow a variety of produce that need drier ground. The soil in the houses creates some great
produce.

Why are you a Downtown Association member?
Every Wednesday during the Farmers Market season we set up our store front for the Coos Bay and North Bend
area to purchase our products in downtown Coos Bay. We bring our produce to the Coos Bay Farmers Market
every Wednesday for the entire season. The success of the Coos Bay Downtown Association is beneficial to
everybody. A rising tide floats all boats.

Do you have any advice for new business owners?
Whether it is a brick and mortar service or a Farmers Market stand, stick with it and build your customer base.
One  bad day should not be  the barometer for your business.

What is your favorite place downtown?
We enjoy the morning breakfast burrito at So It Goes Cofffeehouse as we set up the stall. We get great work
boots and shoes that can stand up to our demands of being on our feet all day at Jennie’s Shoes. Sharkbites has
great gluten free options for my wife.

When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time?
We like to go to Bastendorff beach and Shore Acres. We also like Sunset Beach and going crabbing. We take our
trailer over to the coast and camp.
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