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President Update: By Beth Clarkson
I think I see a light at the end of this extremely long tunnel. Spring is here and
summer is just around the corner. The sense of normal is not far off.  We can’t wait
to see some of these businesses that have been closed for most of the pandemic
open back up. We have missed them! The CBDA looks forward to the Farmers’
Market, the Blackberry Arts Festival and the Fun Festival. We are cautiously
optimistic that we will be able to hold these events, and wow we have missed
them! We have missed the hustle and bustle of the festivities. We have missed
people strolling the streets. We have missed a busy downtown.  We have missed

normal! So Hoorah for Spring and Summer and a hip, hip, hoorah for a busy downtown.

Economic Vitality Committee Corner: By Stephanie Kilmer
The Economic Vitality Committee continues its efforts to
implement a strategic plan a�er completing the Travel Oregon
grant. Some of the priorities identified by stakeholders and the
committee was Business Support, Physical Assets (Property),
Arts and Culture, Marketing Strategy and Waterfront
Development. Tasks are now underway to achieve goals within
these priorities.  One that has already been completed was a
recommendation and support for changes and improvements to
the city's Facade Improvement Program.

The Economic Vitality Committee is looking for task force leads on the priorities. If you are
interested or would like more information, contact me at stephanie@kdock929.com. We are also
seeking a downtown property/building owner interested in helping to guide the future
development in downtown. The Economic Vitality is meeting virtually on the 3rd Monday of the
month. Our meetings last about an hour and begin at 9am.  If you would like more information,
you can reach me at the same email address.  We see a great future and look forward to hearing
from you.
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman

Happy April! Spring is here and along with the blooming daffodils a lot of cleaning is
going on. Now is the time to spruce up the entry to your business and make it have
the most curb appeal to get customers into your door. A�er they get into the door, a
pleasing showroom of displays and great customer service will keep them coming
back. Your business might also do some extra social media posts with new or
exciting items to entice customers to visit you. If you would like to brainstorm ways
to increase your business, email me at info@coosbaydowntown.org. I am here to
help.

If you would like to serve on a committee or volunteer to assist in our events please contact me at
info@coosbaydowntown.org. We are always looking for more people to participate in our four committees,
Design, Organization, Economic Vitality and Promotions.

Our Dues Relief Program with Banner Bank is still underway and is open to assist you with your 2021 dues.
We know that this year has been a challenge and are pleased to offer this first ever program. Membership
dues are an important financial peice that funds many projects of the CBDA. If you still believe in all the
good that the CBDA does but you  need assistance with your dues for 2021, you can email me at
director@coosbaydowntown.org and submit an interest in the program. You will receive a confirmation
number that you submit with your membership invoice and your payment of half. The Dues Relief Program
will match the remaining 50% of the bronze or silver membership level. This program is available until
funds run out and is on a first come, first serve basis. See the flyer below for more information.

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support.  If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness
Melissa Hasart, CBDA Farmers Market Manager

Spring has sprung!!!!! April showers may bring May flowers but more
importantly the CBDA Farmers Market opens May 5th!!!! Cinco de
Mayo!!!!! Let the fun begin!!!!! Under COVID-19 regulations and
guidelines we will be opening and operating the Farmers Market as an
open air restricted pedestrian grocery/retail store with a Take-out To-go
only Food Truck Food Court. This is an outdoor, socially-distanced market, and masks are required.

We have a fantastic team of sponsors enabling us to bring farm fresh produce and products straight
into the hands of our coastal community. We truly could not
have our market without them.  Our shiny brand new Emerald
Sponsor, Junior Alvarado Trucking Inc, is leading the way by
providing handwashing stations for the entire market season
in addition to supporting the Double Up Bucks and SNAP/EBT
programs.

Our returning Home Grown sponsors; Jennie’s Shoes, South Coast Family Dentistry, Oregon Health
Insurance Marketplace and Harmony Homecare are joined by Lehne Farms, Atlas Edge Staffing, and
Bigfoot Beverages this season. The Vendor applications have been rolling in since they opened &

became available last month through
Manage My Market on the CBDA
Website. So very exciting as lots of new
vendors along with our tried & true
favorite vendors become part of our
Farmers Market family this season. I
can't hardly wait for May 5th to get
here. The CBDA Farmers Market will be
an ever evolving and changing market
as the season passes from spring
flowers to summer berries and into fall
pumpkins. Please check in with the
Coos Bay Farmers Market on our
facebook page or the Coos Bay
Downtown Association website to catch
all the latest news and tidbits!!!!!
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Featured Member of the Month

This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the spotlight on Opportas Capital. I had the
pleasure of talking with the owner, Robb Crocker, he works on all projects with his partner, Chris
Edmiston.

Tell us about your business.
Opportas Capital is a real estate investment company that buys neglected historic buildings and renovates them
for the benefit of the business community and our investors. We recently finished 10 apartments in the Bugge
Bank Building and are renovating the Tioga and Koski buildings.

Why are you a Downtown Association member?
I have seen first hand what the Main Street program brings to historic downtowns and I want to support that in
Coos Bay. The CBDA work has been pivotal in re energizing the downtown and bringing life to the community. I
believe in the Main Street Program and the work that the CBDA is doing.

Do you have any advice for new business owners?
I found that in most things in my professional career the large majority of my success or failure has come from
timing. There is a right time and a wrong time for everything. Being in tune with that is extremely important.

What is your favorite place downtown?
The ninth floor of the Tioga, looking out at the Bay. I do love Central Avenue during the Farmers Market with the
energy, the people and the commerce.

When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time?
I enjoy Sunset Bay and Cape Arago. Also, I like to walk through downtown and look at the historic buildings. The
Coos History Museum is great too.
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