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President Update: By Beth Clarkson

Lately I have noticed that traffic is more congested downtown. More tourist traffic
coupled with the downtown city street projects have made commuting, at times,
aggravating to say the least.  But the upside is that tourist traffic is a welcome
sight for business. Construction is a sign of progress and we all know that the
streets that are being worked on were long overdue for a makeover. The bustle of
the day to day is actually a little welcoming compared to a year ago when COVID
had our lives on hold.

Now that we are out and about, please keep in mind that most businesses are facing some sort of
challenge that may be keeping them from running at 100%. Some businesses still have employees
working from home. Other businesses face the dilemma of finding a workforce to match the
sudden uptick in sales volume.  And then there is the constant problem with the supply chains.  All
of this is having a toll on people's patience. So, take a deep breath Bay Area and give grace. This
too shall pass and it will someday be the story that starts a�er “Back in my day……..”

Economic Vitality Committee Corner: By Stephanie Kilmer

Economic Vitality involves analyzing current market forces to develop
long-term solutions. Recruiting new businesses, creatively converting
unused space for new uses, and sharpening the competitiveness of Main
Street’s traditional merchants are examples of economic restructuring
activities.

Our Economic Vitality committee received a Travel Oregon grant last year
to create a downtown economic vitality plan. We have been working with
the four committees; Organization, Promotions, Design and Economic
Vitality to implement the plan.
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman
Happy August! The summer is in full swing and the CBDA would like to invite
you to attend our two festivals. The Blackberry Arts Festival is Saturday,
August 28th and Sunday August 29th on Central Avenue in downtown Coos
Bay. It is a juried art show and a much loved event for all things blackberry.
We will also be holding the last party of the summer, the Bay Area Fun Festival
on Saturday, September 18th and Sunday, September 19th. There will be a
mall market, parade, Steve Prefontaine Run, the Pre Run for Kids and the Cruz
the Coos car show. We can’t wait for you to join us!

If you would like to serve on a committee or volunteer to assist in our events
please contact me at info@coosbaydowntown.org. We are always looking for more people to
participate in our four committees, Design, Organization, Economic Vitality and Promotions.

Our Dues Relief Program with Banner Bank is still underway and is open to assist you with your
2021 dues. We know that this year has been a challenge and are pleased to offer this first ever
program. Membership dues are an important financial peice that funds many projects of the CBDA.
If you still believe in all the good that the CBDA does but you need assistance with your dues for
2021, you can email me at director@coosbaydowntown.org and submit an interest in the program.
You will receive a confirmation number that you submit with your membership invoice and your
payment of half. The Dues Relief Program will match the remaining 50% of the bronze or silver
membership level. This program is available until funds run out and is on a first come, first serve
basis. See the flyer below for more information.

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support.  If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness
Melissa Hasart, CBDA Farmers Market Manager

WE ARE BACK TO FUN IN 2021!!!!!!! It’s official and just in time for National
Farmers Market week. The CBDA Farmers Market will again be filled with
music, children's laughter, entertainment and the delight of our coastal
community as they shop for farm fresh produce, local treats and treasures.
We will be celebrating our 21st birthday with a splash on August 4th.

Samples of our tasty treats, interactive booth
displays, Market demonstrations, Music &
Entertainment will once again fill the air and
tantalize your taste buds as we begin our new
normal. We will be kicking off our farmers market
photo contest too. Our long time Home Grown
sponsor, Coos Head Food Co-op, will have fruit &
vegetable cut outs for your photo opportunities.

Thank you to our Golden Sponsors, for the CBDA Farmers Market Children’s program to make its debut
with Acting Up, LLC kicking off the celebration on August 4th with performances of our youth
throughout the day. The following week, August 11th, Believe in Magic will grace the stage with all the
wonder of childhood imagination…… A huge thank you to So It Goes Coffee House, who is graciously
sponsoring the local musical entertainment on August 18th, September 1st & 15th, October 6th & 20th.
Keep updated on all the
new exciting changes and
surprises by following the
Coos Bay Farmers Market
on facebook. See you on
Wednesdays, 9am -
2pm!!!!!
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Featured Member of the Month

This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the
spotlight on Oregon Attic Finds. I had the pleasure of talking with
the owner, Tessa Rose. You can also  find her booth at the Farmers
Market on Wednesdays from 9am to 2pm.

Tell us about your business.
We make useful, hand-made decorative kitchen items and home
decor. Such as aprons, cutting boards, pillows, coasters, market
bags and more.

Why are you a Downtown Association member?
We joined the CBDA to network with additional businesses, gain
marketing opportunities and to be more visible to the community.

Do you have any advice for new business owners?
Find something that you love and do it. In my own life, I turned my downtime into an extra income
stream doing electrolysis and sewing items and doing resin work.

What is your favorite place downtown?
My favorite place downtown are the antique stores, Leaf’s Treehouse, Vintage 101 and Past to Present. I
like to see how items in the past have been useful then and can be used now. I also enjoy the
restaurants, like Shark Bites and Mean Street.

When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time?
I like to go to the beach, Sunset and Bastendorff and also the Coos Bay Waterfront.
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Art and Functionality!

The Coos Bay Downtown Association (CBDA) is happy to announce that our “Running Legs” Bike Rack
Project has been completed. The CBDA’s vision was to bring more locals and tourists to downtown Coos
Bay and give them a place to park their bikes. Once cyclists park they can easily stroll through the
downtown area and enjoy shopping in local retail stores and dining at fabulous eateries.

“With our area's rich history in running, we decided to use a running leg bike rack design from an artist
in Tennessee,” said Executive Director Holly Boardman. “The running leg design is a piece of art as well
as a functional bike rack. They look beautiful and kids can also play around them.”

The CBDA Design Committee and board of directors managed the effort by purchasing the rack design,
securing funding ,and managing the project. Funding included a $5,000 grant from The Ford Family
Foundation, $2,500 from Jordan Cove and $2,000 from The Rotary Coos Foundation. The City of Coos
Bay provided an in-kind donation of location preparation and installation. You’ll find the Bike Racks at
the Coos Bay Visitor Center, 50 Central Avenue, and the Preway near the Prefontaine Murals both
located just off of Highway 101. More will be added as the city identifies other locations to serve
downtown businesses. That includes the new “green” parking lot located at 3rd and Central that will be
under construction in September.

The project also incorporated local students in manufacturing the bike racks. The CBDA partnered with
Marshfield High School Manufacturing Class and Instructor Glen Crook to provide an opportunity to
students to learn while leaving a legacy for their community. The project used the skills of Ryan Liggett,
Mason Kralicek, Clayton Kellam, Hunter Ricketts, Jack Waddington, Taylor Waddington, and Katrina
Hampton. (Photo credit: City of Coos Bay)
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First Friday Wine Walks are Back!

The Coos Bay Downtown Association is proud to support
the Coos Bay-North Bend Rotary's Wine Walk. The
non-profit organization relaunched the program in June
a�er a long hiatus due to the pandemic and the results
have been amazing. Record numbers of people turned out
to stop in at CBDA member businesses and others to share
the beautiful weather and friendship while enjoying the
products and services offered by those businesses.  Rotary
immediately puts the proceeds to work with non-profits
who offer cultural programs to increase livability in the bay
area. The Oregon Coast Music Association was a recipient of
over $2,000 dollars in July. Also benefiting with over $2,000
was the Coos Historical Railroad Museum located near
downtown on Highway 101. Proceeds come from a $10
donation to the Rotary Club. Walkers can receive a
commemorative wine glass and the map of participating
businesses. The next event is August 6th and starts at the

Coos Bay Visitor Center. For more information, message the Coos Bay Wine Walk Facebook Page. (Photo
Credit: Seaboard Properties)
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