MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

November 2021

President Update: By Beth Clarkson
So if during the year running a business feels like you are in a race, then
November feels like you are rounding the last turn and headed for the finish
line. The Coos Bay Downtown Association works hard to put the community at
your doorstep. Your job is to get them in the door and to the register. Take
advantage of some of the great promotions that will be happening during the
next two months. Let us know if there is something else we could be
promoting to help with foot traffic. Do you have an event coming up? Let us know and we will help
spread the word. That is just a few of the benefits of being a member of the CBDA. Next month
will be crazy so while it is top of mind today, I want to thank all the members of the CBDA for being
part of something bigger than ourselves.

Organization Committee Corner: By Beth Clarkson
This time of the year is busy for the Organization Committee. We are
just finishing up compiling the budget for the CBDA for the 2022 year.
Fingers crossed we can have some of our favorite fundraisers like the
Blackberry Arts Festival and the Fun Festival.
The committee is also in the middle of sending out renewals for
membership. This year, if you refer a business to become a member
and they join, we will give the new business $50 towards their
membership and we will send you $50. This is made possible courtesy
of Banner Bank and the dues relief program.
And last but not least, the committee is starting the planning process
for the annual meeting and board member vote. Fingers still crossed that we can enjoy time
together. So yes, you are right, we do need additional committee members for Organization.
Interested??? Give Holly a call, 541-266-9706.
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman

Happy November! The fourth quarter is very busy for the CBDA with many events that you can
attend and enjoy.
Please attend our Holiday Open Houses on Friday the 12th from 9am to 5pm and Saturday the
13th from 10am to 4pm. You can find a map at Katrina Kathleen’s and Checkerberry’s. Visit the
stores for the chance to win door prizes and shop around.
Keep your receipts and turn them in on Shop Small Saturday at Jennie’s Shoes from 10am to 3pm.
If they total $100 spent in downtown, Front Street or Coos Bay Village you can turn in your receipts
for a free commemorative mug on Saturday, November 27th.
Join the CBDA in a walk by Santa event. Santa will be on a decorated trailer, with all of his reindeer
in front of the Coos Bay Visitor Center from 1-5pm on Saturday, November 27th. Take pictures,
turn in your letter to Santa, give him your wish list and get a candy cane. Santa and the Mayor will
light the tree at 5:30pm.
Ruckus the CBDA reindeer convinces Santa’s reindeer not to go back to the North Pole but to
explore the downtown, Front Street and Coos Bay Village. Find a hidden reindeer in shops from
November 29th through December 21st. Take a photo, enter to win the grand prize drawing. Check
out the winning basket at Leaf’s Treehouse.

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness
Melissa Hasart, CBDA Farmers Market Manager

Happy November Everyone!!!!! “Challenges & Changes” remained our
unofficial theme for the 2021 CBDA Farmers Market Season. Amidst a
Pandemic & the many and ever changing COVID-19 mandates &
regulations, road & building construction, and other unexpected curve
balls we as a tight knit community came together as a huge Farmers
Market Family. I can’t believe we not only survived but thrived during our
crazy ride together. With our participation in the SNAP/DUFB programs
the CBDA Farmers Market put an additional $81,623 from customer
transactions and vendor reimbursement back in our community. Way to Go!!!!
A huge heartfelt THANK YOU to our amazing 2021 CBDA Farmers Market Season Sponsor Super Stars. We
truly could not have done it without you.
Emerald Sponsor: Junior Alvarado Trucking Inc.
★
Homegrown Sponsors: Jennie’s Shoes, Oregon Health Insurance Marketplace,
★
Lehne-Farms, Harmony Homecare, Atlas Edge Staffing, South Coast Family Dentistry, Coos Head
Co-Op, Zipley Fiber, Crystal TIE-DYE, Wildflour Catering & Cafe
Entertainment and Children’s Sponsors: Acting Up Academy, So It Goes Coffee House,
★
Believe in Magic
Our caring Coastal Community recognized the importance of having fresh produce and products available
straight from the farms to our tables in an open air outside market. Local businesses and associations
quietly worked behind the scenes to help ensure the safety and success of our beloved Farmers Market. At
this time, I want everyone to know who they are, so you may say thank you too.
Bigfoot Beverages - posters and signs
★
Banner Bank - pencils at EBT-SNAP table.
★
Coos County Sheriff's Dept - multiple donations of disposable masks, face shields, gloves,
★
antibacterial wipes, and multiple types of sanitizers
Coquille Indian Tribe - Grant for handwashing stations for the season.
★
Checkerberry’s Flowers & Gifts - Keeping us all on track and lots of little things, too
★
numerous to list.
I am truly blessed to have a fantastic team of Volunteers, a wonderful CBDA Board of Directors and
Executive Director assisting me in making everything run smoothly throughout the season
Melanie Griswold, Kaleb Noggle, Dan Bell, Elliott Noggle
★
Holly Boardman, Beth Clarkson, Katie Granado, Doug Woolsey, Jill Rasmusen, Jay Andrews,
★
Steve Schneiderman, Stephanie Kilmer, Dana Webber, Julie Graham, Madge Osborn
I am looking forward to my third season with you all. See you next year!!!!!!!
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Featured Member of the Month
This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the spotlight

on Checkerberry’s Flowers & Gifts. I had the pleasure of talking with
the owner, Beth Clarkson.
Tell us about your business.
Checkerberry’s is a full service florist for all occasions. We carry a large
selection of indoor plants, women’s apparel, giftables and men’s
formalwear. We most recently moved to the Coos Bay Village and we love
our new location. It has given us the opportunity to expand what was
successful in our old location and dabble in some new items.
Why are you a Downtown Association member?
I am a firm believer in the theory “it takes a village.” Joining an organization
like the downtown association strengthens not only my business but all the
businesses around me. This ripple effect also strengthens the community, and if you have ever traveled, driving
through a vibrant, exciting downtown makes you want to stop and explore.
Do you have any advice for new business owners?
Be a sponge, ask questions, not only to businesses in your field but other businesses in general. A Lot of things that
work for one work for the other. No need to reinvent the wheel. Organizations like the CBDA are a great resource.
What is your favorite place downtown?
I love all the small eateries and coffee shops where you can meet friends and
catch up. There are so many wonderful spots. You can literally meet friends
somewhere different every day of the week.
When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your
time?
I am a homebody. I live up the river and I love spending time outside, sitting on
my deck watching the river go by.
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New Mural Showcases Empire History

Thanks to the collective efforts of Star of Hope, the Community Coalition of Empire, and the
Coos Bay Urban Renewal Agency, along with the talented artist, Simon Whiteowl, Empire has a
new mural.
The new 19-foot by 60-foot, full color, historic mural is located on the west wall of the Star of
Hope building, located at Newmark Avenue and S. Wall Street. The mural has been one of the
goals of the stakeholders in the Empire area for quite some time. The partners believe the new
mural will help to represent the history of the Empire area and provide a point of interest in the
Empire Urban Renewal District.
-Joe Benetti, Mayor of Coos Bay
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Traffic Controls for a Growing Front Street

As residents of Coos Bay, we have all seen the exciting development and construction of Coos Bay
Village on Highway 101, just north of the Coos History Museum. Along with the restaurants, shops, and
other attractions comes a need to control the traffic entering and departing from the area.
With that being the case, a new traffic light was placed at the intersection of Highway 101 and
Hemlock Avenue. The added traffic light will be a major change for all of us who have lived in the area
for many years.
The Coos Bay Police Department wanted to send out a friendly notification that the traffic signal is
now operational, so be on the lookout for stopped vehicles in the area as well as pedestrians crossing
at the intersection. Another small change is the traffic on Front Street, north of the exit from the Coos
Bay Village and the Coos History Museum, which is now one-way for southbound traffic only.
Although these changes might take some getting used to, the Coos Bay Village is a wonderful addition
to the City of Coos Bay.
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Coos Bay Building Owner Receives Award for Building
Improvement Project
Oregon Main Street announced its 2021 “Excellence on Main” award winners last week. A total of
twenty-one businesses, projects, partners, and people were recognized. The Best Adaptive Reuse Award
went to the 999 N. Front Street building owned by Heidi Sause.
The 999 N. Front Street project
leveraged a Building Improvement
Grant from the Coos Bay Urban
Renewal Agency to salvage and
restore a mostly vacant, blighted,
and collapsing 1930s waterfront
warehouse. Sixty-two local
tradesmen, representing 21
different businesses worked for
over a year, providing expertise,
talent, and labor in the restoration
of this building. The 16,000 square
foot warehouse was converted into
individual, unique, and affordable
workspaces. A video overview of
the project was shown at the award
ceremony:
The rejuvenated building is now home to the following businesses:
1. Josie’s Art Lab
2. The Plate LLC
3. Clockwork Octopus Studios - Art Gallery
4. 11:11 Tattoo Studio
5. Mona Dunham’s Body Massage & Yoga
6. Zimm’s Blade & Fade Barbershop
7. Acting Up Academy
8. Blueridge Strategies
Several of these enterprises are new to Coos Bay. Most of the
internal building materials were all repurposed from the renovation of the structure to bring it up to code.
This is the second building that Sause has purchased, rejuvenated, and put back into productive use in
downtown Coos Bay. The other building is located at 737 N. Front Street and is home to Front Street
Provisioners.
-Joe Benetti, Mayor of Coos Bay
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Click here to View Video Overview

SAVE THE DATE – November 9, 2021 at 6 p.m.
Planning Commission to Learn More About Front Street
Blueprint
In the Coos Bay Council Chambers and via
You-tube, the Planning Commission will hold its
second Front Street Blueprint Project public
meeting regarding the Front Street Blueprint.
The Blueprint preparation is an effort to further
the City Council’s economic development goal
for Front Street improvements. The November 9
meeting will include street alternative options,
especially those related to pedestrians and
bicycles, presented for public review.
Questions? Contact Carolyn Johnson,
Community Development Administrator at
541-269-8924 or cjohnson@coosbay.org.

8

9

