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President Update: By Beth Clarkson
This year’s theme to live by…….. “ Moving forward in 2022”.
2021 continued to plague some of us with the challenges of operating
through this pandemic that doesn’t seem to want to go away. But for
everything that was wrong with this year, let us not forget to take a moment
to count our blessings of all that went right. We learned how to operate
leaner, and more cost effective. We learned that this community could come
together for support. We stopped taking friendships and partnerships for
granted. And we learned to keep looking ahead. It is always easier to drive and avoid the next
pothole when we look ahead instead of continuing to check the rearview mirror. Here’s a toast to a
brighter, more prosperous New Year and a year of gathering, celebrating and thriving!

Organization Committee Corner: By Beth Clarkson
The Organization Committee is responsible for building a Main Street® framework that
is well represented by business and property owners, bankers, citizens, public officials,
chambers of commerce, and other local economic development organizations. A strong
organization provides the stability to build and sustain a long-term effort. The
committee oversees the membership and sponsorships and other sources of funding
that is then used by the other committees to renew downtown.
On the agenda for the committee is the annual meeting, election of new board
members, the 2022 budget and the membership drive. Membership is a key
cornerstone for the success of downtown. If you are a current member of the Downtown
Association, thank you. Without your support, so much of what makes downtown great would not
exist.
Interested in volunteering with this committee? We meet once a month for lunch and we would
love to have you join us. Contact Holly at 541-266-9706 for the details.
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman
Happy January! The CBDA had a successful 2021
despite all the challenges that we and the world
faced. We look forward to working with you on an
even better 2022. As always, if you have suggestions
for events or want to be a volunteer, please contact
me at info@coosbaydowntown.org.
Keep an eye out for our Annual Membership
Meeting “Celebrate Downtown” invitation to arrive in the mail. I will also
send a follow up email with an R.S.V.P. attached to it. It is on Thursday,
January 20th at the Black Market Gourmet, 495 Central Avenue in Coos
Bay from 5:30 to 7pm. Our theme is “Moving Forward in 2022”. It will be a night of celebration with
speaker Robb Crocker giving a presentation. We will also be holding our annual election for the
board of directors for our members to vote. There will be hors d’ oeuvres and libations.

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness
Melissa Hasart, CBDA Farmers Market Manager

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!!!!! Can you believe it……in 4 short months the CBDA
Farmers Market will open on Wednesday, May 4th!!!! The Farmers Market crew is already
hard at work preparing for the upcoming season with all kinds of fun surprises and seeking
grants and sponsors to help ensure we will continue to remain open and grow to serve our
coastal community.
A huge thank you to our long time Farmers Market
supporters, Jennie’s Shoes. They are our first sponsors
for the upcoming 2022 season. Way to start the ball
rolling!!!!

Sponsorship and grant dollars allow the CBDA Farmers
Market to be in partnership with the SNAP/EBT Double
Up Food Bucks program ($81,623 in customer
transactions and vendor reimbursement last season
alone), provide handwashing stations, invest in new
childrens and healthy eating cooking programs as well
as many other behind the scene projects. By becoming a
sponsor it is a great way for you and your business to be
a part of this exciting community event. There are many
different levels and types of sponsorships available.
Please email me at coosbayfarmersmarket@gmail.com so we can find the perfect fit for
you. Looking forward to hearing from you.
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Featured Member of the Month
This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the spotlight

on E.L. Edwards Realty 11, Inc.. I had the pleasure of talking with the
Office Manager and Broker, Jaime Thurman.
Tell us about your business.
We are a property management and real estate sales company. We have been
in business for nearly 40 years and have grown to five offices in Coos and
Douglas county.
Why are you a Downtown Association member?
Having an office in downtown Coos Bay we want to stay up to date with all of
the downtown events and participate in them. We enjoy all of the downtown
events and love how they bring the community together.
Do you have any advice for new business owners?
Definitely connect with your community and be present as a new business owner.
What is your favorite place downtown?
I am a new instructor at House of Asana, the yoga studio next to So It Goes. That personally is my new favorite place
downtown. We have received some great feedback from the community.
When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time?
I like to be at home but I also like to enjoy the nature that our area has to offer.
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CITIES WORK TOGETHER TO HELP OTHERS

Every year Coos Bay and North Bend compete in a contest to see which community can collect the most
toys and food for the Bus Jam event. While Coos Bay has held the coveted winner’s trophy for the last
couple of years, I had the pleasure of turning the trophy over to North Bend Mayor Jessica Engelke and
the North Bend City Council earlier this week. The community of North Bend collected an impressive
4,395 toys and 8,503 pounds of food.
Of course, the real winners are our community members who will benefit from the generosity of so many.
Together the citizens of Coos Bay and North Bend donated nearly 7,200 toys and just shy of 13,900
pounds of food for those in need this holiday season.
-Joe Benetti, Mayor of Coos Bay
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Look for this invitation in the mail!
R.S.V.P. to info@coosbaydowntown.org
We look forward to spending the evening
celebrating together
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City of Coos Bay Front Street Blueprint
The City of Coos Bay is creating a detailed strategy to
implement improvements to Front Street.
Anticipated improvements include:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety
Access and Intersection Improvements
Wayfinding and Public Art
Pedestrian Pathways and Overlooks
Circulation/Connectivity Improvements
Parking Management

What are the project objectives:
●

Develop strategies to implement access, circulation and connectivity improvements within the Front Street Project
Area.

●

Create a safe, balanced and efficient multimodal transportation system that offers transportation choices to those that
travel to and through Front Street Project Area including adequate parking and wayfinding.

●

Actively engage community and property owners in support of the Project and its recommended strategies for
improvement.

●

Reflect the historic and cultural significance of the Front Street Project Area through public art and streetscape
improvements.

Upcoming Public Involvement Opportunities
Planning Commission Meeting #3 - January 11, 2022 at 6 p.m.
Coos Bay City Hall, 500 Central Avenue
The preferred alternative transportation design concept for the future of Front
Street and project updates will be presented. Please come and share your
thoughts. We want to hear from you! Submit public comments to Carolyn
Johnson at cjohnson@coosbay.org or 541-269-8924.
All are welcome. Masks and social distancing are required. (Masks available at
City Hall.)
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