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President Update: By Beth Clarkson

Mandates are li�ing and the calendar of events are filling up! Excited to have
festivals, fairs, rodeos, carnivals, music, wine walks and ladies night out
again. Businesses will start relaxing on mask wearing but be prepared that
not all businesses or customers will be excited to not wear a mask. For some
people, mask wearing in public may be a new standard. Businesses may
continue to ask that you wear a mask. Understanding that it is now a choice
should make it easier for all. It will be their right to ask you to wear a mask

and your right whether you oblige or decide not to patronage.  I know that I can honestly say I was
not affected with the common cold like in prior years and I can attribute that to better hand
washing and mask wearing.  But when all is said and done, I do miss seeing people smile and for
some reason I can hear you better without the mask so I am more than ready to say “bye-bye” to
the mask.  Just remember to let me know if I have anything caught in my teeth.

Design Committee Corner: By Holly Boardman

Did you ever wonder where the beautiful flower baskets that arrive in May in
downtown Coos Bay and stay until October come from? Well, this is a Coos Bay
Downtown Association project that is headed by our Design Committee. They are
ordered in December of the prior year. We have to give a big Thank You to the City
of Coos Bay for lovingly watering them each day. We couldnʼt do it without this
team effort.

Design enhances the attractiveness of the business district which includes the
downtown 5 x 5, Front Street district and Coos Bay Village. We are also
responsible for the rotating and purchasing of the  seasonal banners that you see
hanging up and the Wayfinding signs. We completed the bike rack project last
year and now are working on painting the downtown utility boxes. If you are ever interested in
beautifying our Main Street area, please contact me at info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman

Happy March! Can you believe that the daffodils are blooming already?
Every year my porch lights up with these beautiful yellow pops of color
and it reminds me that we can make it through the winter. In just a few
short months the downtown flower baskets will arrive and highlight our
community.

As you may know, we are holding the Farmers Market, starting the first
Wednesday in May  and both of our festivals. The Blackberry Arts Festival
on August 27th and 28th and the Bay Area Fun Festival on September 17th
and 18th, including the much loved parade. These are great free events that the whole community
can participate in. We are currently looking for volunteers to help out in two hour shi�s at these
various events. It will be a lot of fun and a great way for you to give back to our community. I will
be starting a volunteer database, orientation and training for this purpose. Please contact me at
541-266-9706 or by email at info@coosbaydowntown.org.

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness
Melissa Hasart, CBDA Farmers Market Manager

March is coming in like a lion, and hopefully going out as a lamb. The
Farmers Market Staff and myself have been whippin up all kinds of
surprises for everyone. Only through Grants and Market sponsorships
are these programs possible. Thank you Jennieʼs Shoes, South Coast
Family Dentistry, Crystal Tie-Dye, and Ziply Fiber for being community
partners and sponsors. We have many different types and levels of
sponsorship available this season. If you would like to join the CBDA
Coos Bay Farmers Market sponsorship family, please email me at
coosbayfarmersmarket@gmail.com so we can find the perfect fit. Here
is a little sneak peek at just a few of the upcoming programs. Some are
improved favorites and some are shiny and new.

Did you know you can use your EBT/SNAP card at the CBDA Coos Bay Farmers Market? Simply go to the
informational booth, we run your card for whatever amount you would like. Once the transaction is
approved, we give you tokens to use in the market to purchase items from the vendors just like you would
at the grocery store. The tokens never expire but are only good at the CBDA Coos Bay Farmers Market.
Last season our market helped 1128 families for a total of $56,073 given to customers and redeemed by
our vendors.

The Double Up Food Bucks program is back as well this season. We will be able to match the first $20 you
use on your SNAP/EBT card each week with $20 in fruit and vegetable vouchers for the entire season May -
October. We had an amazing 1016 families take advantage of this program and hope to double that
amount this year.

We have begun a CBDA Food Accessibility program this season to further help our food poor population
on the Southern Oregon Coast. We will be matching the first $10 of your SNAP transaction starting in May.
It will run similar to the DUFB program but the vouchers will be for other food basics not covered under
the DUFB program such as eggs, milk, bread, honey, meat, poultry, fish, etc.

A huge interactive and beneficial program for everyone is our sparkling new Healthy Cooking Outreach
Program. Twice a month, we will be having a guest chef demonstrate an easy, yummy, and healthy recipe
during the market. A�erwards, everyone will receive the recipe along with a voucher for the main
ingredient to be used in the market. You go home, make and share the recipe with family and friends.
Canʼt make the market on cooking day? Donʼt worry or fret as the complete recipe and the demonstration
will be available for viewing at your convenience.

As you can see, the Farmers Market is not only a fun place to be with music, entertainment,
demonstrations and samples but the heart of the community coming together to support one another. If
you would like to become a member of our fabulous Farmers Market, just simply email me at
coosbayfarmersmarket@gmail.com so we can get the adventure started. Talk to you soon.
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Featured Member of the Month

This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the spotlight
on Bob Belloni Ranch Inc.. I had the pleasure of talking with the
Executive Director, Naomi Ulsted.

Tell us about your business.
Bob Belloni Ranch (also called BBR)  is not a ranch! We operate BBR Counseling,
which is an outpatient community mental health clinic. We also provide resources
and support to youth aging out of foster care through our Independent Living
Program. Finally, we provide behavioral residential treatment for up to 18 teen boys
at the "Ranch".

Why are you a Downtown Association member?
We love the opportunity to network with other Association members! The best
programs, projects and activities come from strong collaborative partners and BBR
is always looking for these opportunities.

Do you have any advice for new business owners?
Get to know your neighbors and look for ways to be collaborative, not competitive. Each individual business' success
helps lift us all in this community.

What is your favorite place downtown?
There are so many great places! I love House of Asana (the new yoga studio). Their beginning dance yoga classes are
awesome. Leaf's Treehouse is my eleven-year-old's favorite store because there are so many amazing treasures there.
Shark Bites is a great place to eat, plus they have been so supportive of our boys at the Ranch over the years. Oh, and So
It Goes Coffee is my "go-to" place for coffee meetings!

When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time?
I'm so lucky to live in such a beautiful place and I love spending time at the beaches. However, I'm also a huge fan of our
library and am in there at least once a week. They have a great book club for adults who read young adult novels that I
attend every month. My sixteen-year-old visits the library every week for creative writing class and for their board game
group. Plus, I love all the craft and educational activities and programs they offer. Our library here is really off the chart!
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