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President Update: By Beth Clarkson
I have been involved with the Coos Bay Downtown Association for 20 years. I
had just purchased Checkerberry’s in 2002 and hadn’t settled into the daily
grind when I was asked if I would like to become a board member. I had never
heard of the CBDA or what all they did but I was told that they were focused
on bringing consumer traffic to downtown and I was more than happy to be
part of that. Fast forward, twenty years later and I still feel passionate about
what the Coos Bay Downtown Association accomplishes. They are
responsible for three very successful events downtown, the Farmers Market, the Blackberry Arts
Festival and the Fun Festival. The CBDA also works on beautifying downtown with the summer
flower baskets, mural art, wayfinding signage, benches and bike racks. The association works hard
to understand the needs of the downtown businesses and partners with the City and other local
and state organizations to help fill those needs. The best part of the CBDA is that the potential of
this organization is endless but it does need citizens, property owners and business owners to
continue the good work. I am lucky to be working with a great group right now but there is always
room for one more. Could that be you?

Organization Committee Corner: By Beth Clarkson
The Organization Committee is responsible for building a Main Street® framework that is
well represented by business and property owners, bankers, citizens, public officials,
chambers of commerce, and other local economic development organizations. A strong
organization provides the stability to build and sustain a long-term effort. The
committee oversees the membership and sponsorships and other sources of funding
that is then used by the other committees to renew downtown. A top priority for this
Committee has been to reach out to existing members and cultivate new members as to
the importance of a vibrant downtown. We hope to have a survey out to the membership to better
understand their needs. And as always, the Downtown Association is there to “Advocate for and
support local businesses to thrive by being a vibrant downtown that promotes healthy living and
provides opportunities for our community and guests to shop, eat, mingle and explore.”
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman
Are you proud of our community? Do you like to be involved with the
success of a local project that brings art to our lives? Do you enjoy
networking with other businesses?
If you answered yes to any of the above questions, then you are well
suited to join the Coos Bay Downtown Association as a Volunteer! We are
currently looking for Volunteers for our four committees; Promotions,
Economic Vitality, Design and Organization. These committees do the
hard work of downtown revitalization and could use your insight. They
typically meet once a month and are looking for your assistance.
We also need Volunteers to help run the Farmers Market and some of our events, such as the
Blackberry Arts Festival and the Bay Area Fun Festival and Santa Comes to Town to name a few.
Volunteering for these programs can be from two to four hours shifts and can be either in the
morning or afternoon. They can do set up, take down, help run the booth or programs that you will
be trained for.
Please call or email Holly for more information and to talk about where you would best be suited
to Volunteer! Can’t wait to hear from you. 541-266-9706, director@coosbaydowntown.org

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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Farmers Market Basket of Hope & Happiness
Melissa Hasart, CBDA Farmers Market Manager
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Featured Member of the Month
This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the
spotlight on NW Natural. I had the pleasure of talking with the
Marketing and Acquisition Manager for Coos County, Tracy Pierce.
Tell us about your business.

We have been in Coos County 20 years and in the State of Oregon for
163 years. We deliver natural gas to Coos County residents,
commercial and industrial customers.
Why are you a Downtown Association member?

We are a part of the CBDA because the vitality of the community is important to us and it rests in the heart of
downtown.
Do you have any advice for new business owners?

Get involved! Be part of the change that you want to see in our community. Have fun and enjoy all that the
area has to offer.
What is your favorite place downtown?

I love and miss the Egyptian Theatre but I’m excited for when they will open up. I am a big fan of EZ Thai and
I love the Farmers Market as well. There are so many that I enjoy that it is hard to choose.
.
When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend your time?

I just took my grandkids to the Coos Art Museum, the History Museum and then to 7 Devils Brewery for lunch
and had a great time.
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Citizen of the Year: Jamar Ruff!
Congratulations to our Board Member
Jamar Ruff who was named the Citizen of
the Year at the Bay Area Chamber of
Commerce Annual Awards Ceremony April
16, 2022. Here's what they had to say:
Jamar is the definition of community
service. He is involved in many
organizations serving a variety of local
needs. He serves as a homeless advocate,
a networker and community connector, a
youth mentor and so much more. Jamar
was the facilitator for a partnership with
the Coos Bay Library to host a cooking
class that not only provides great cooking
recipes where people learned cooking tips
but also made a connection to the
community in a time when people are
experiencing a lot of isolation. If there is a
community event you can count on Jamar
to be there. Citizen of the year is an honor given to a member of our community who, by consistently
giving of their time, energy and resources, has made Oregon’s Bay Area a better place to live.
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What’s Happening Downtown

Looking for a fun family event on the water? Join the
Surfrider Foundation and the South Coast Culture
Tour for a series of events on May 7th.
There is an Ocean Paddle on May 7th at 9am. Launch
at Sunset Bay. There is a Paddle On The Bay on May
7th at 11am from the East Side boat ramp.
There will also be a Bay Cleanup on May 7th at 11am
at the East Side boat ramp.
End the day at the Egyptian Theatre for the 2022
World Tour Paddling Film Festival on May 7th. Doors
open at 6pm and the festival showing begins at 7pm.
Enjoy delicious food from Elkhorn BBQ, beverages
from 7 Devils Brewing, information on local Surfrider events and prizes. Tickets are $10 and can be
purchased online or at the Egyptian Theatre. For more information visit southcoastculturetour.com.

Spring is springing in May. What better way
to celebrate than with a Wine Walk? Make it
a date with mom or anyone you'd like
Friday, May 6th. Then visit our thriving
businesses downtown and along Front
Street. May's wine walk sponsor is Oregon
Pacific Bank. Thanks to your generous
donations, our beneficiaries are CASA and
Kid's Hope Center. As always, the wine walk
is on the first Friday of the month and starts
at the Visitor Information Center at 5pm.
Make a $10 donation and then have fun!
Enjoy these wonderful photos by Stefani
Ann Eaton of OGStefani of the wine walk
April 1st. Credits; Coos Bay Downtown Wine Walk
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